The TRUMPET
November 2022
A publication of the East Woodstock Congregational Church, 220 Woodstock Road, East Woodstock, CT 06244
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Susan J. Foster
CE Director: Jessica Weaver Boose Music Director/Organist: Nancy Ducharme
Bell Choir Director: Andrew Tomkins Office Manager: Heidi Tucker
Office: 860-928-7449 Pastor’s Email: ewccpastor@gmail.com
Office Manager’s email: churchoffice@eastwoodstockchurc.org Website: www.eastwoodstockchurch.org
Sunday School: 10:00 am Sunday Worship: 10:00 am

The Trumpet deadline is the 20th of every month!

Jesus gave thanks. For this food, I give thanks. For
these circumstances, I give thanks. For this moment
and for this challenge, I give thanks.

“If the only prayer you ever say in your entire life is
thank you, it will be enough.”
~ Meister Eckhart
Jesus looked out over the noisy, hungry, tired crowd
of over 5000 of God’s beloved children (Matthew 14)
and looked down at his hands – he held five loaves of
bread and two fish. It had been a long day of teaching
and healing. God had been present in that place and
the people had received hope and Good News. They
had met God face to face; their lives had been
changed. Must he now provide super as well?
Hadn’t he done enough for the day?
His disciples certainly thought so. “Send the crowds
away so they may buy food for themselves,” they
encouraged. Maybe the disciples were looking
forward to a quiet meal with their teacher; perhaps
they felt like they had shared him enough for one day.
Jesus “had compassion for them.” Although the hour
was late, Jesus wanted to offer this crowd even more.
But the situation looked grim. Jesus looked at the
meager amount of food in his hands. And then what
did he do? He gave thanks. He did not mention the
obvious shortage of food. He did not detail his own
hunger or question why he was responsible for the
care and feeding of God’s people.
He took what he had – maybe enough for two people
– and he did not toss it on the ground in despair,
grumble in disgust, or turn away in anger. Instead,

As soon as we give thanks, we are in communication
with God. With our words of gratitude, even if
uttered between clenched teeth, we come into the
presence of the Holy. When we say “thank you”, we
are reminded that we are not alone.
Again and again the Bible urges us to give thanks to
God. We are invited to lift up our voice in praise. We
are encouraged to come into God’s courts with
thanksgiving and told to make a joyful noise before
God.
Giving thanks is a sure way to discover more about
God. When we give thanks, we start to remember
what God has already done in our lives – and that can
make us confident that we will continue to receive
God’s blessings of presence and strength.
Consider the words of Psalm 100 (from The
Message):
On your feet now—applaud God! Bring a gift of
laughter, sing yourselves into his presence.
Know this: God is God, and God, God. He made us;
we didn't make him. We're his people,
his well-tended sheep.
Enter with the password: "Thank you!" Make
yourselves at home, talking praise. Thank
him. Worship him.
For God is sheer beauty, all-generous in love, loyal
always and ever.
Let us praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Yours in Christ,
Rev. Dr. Susan J. Foster
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The following are the scriptures for the month of
November:
You are invited to read them as part of your daily devotions and
as preparation for worship.
November 6
Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17
Psalm 127
1 Kings 17:8-16
Psalm 146
Hebrews 9:24-28
Mark 12:38-44

November 13
1 Samuel 1:4-20, 2:1-10
Psalm 16
Daniel 12:1-3
Hebrews 10:11-25
Mark 13:1-8

November 20
2 Samuel 23:1-7
Psalm 132:1-18
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
Psalm 93
Revelations 1:4b-8
John 18:33-37

November 27
Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-10
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36

Worship News
Join us for worship every Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. Can’t
attend in person? Join us live on Facebook or our YouTube
channel. (Recordings of the service can also be found on both).

Join us every Wednesday for
Bible study, conversation, and
fellowship. This informal
group meets to talk about the
Scriptures that will be read on
Sunday and explore how they
relate to our lives.
Laughter and learning are
promised – please come every
Wednesday or whenever you
can drop in!

November 6: Communion Sunday. Everyone is welcome at
God’s table. Join us!
November 13: Jeans Sunday. Be sure to stay for lunch after
our work time!
November 20: Thanksgiving Sunday/Pledge Sunday.
Please bring in canned goods, Thanksgiving meal
items, cereals, macaroni and cheese, peanut
butter, coffee, and tuna to stock our food pantry!
Don’t forget to bring in your pledge card!
November 27: First Sunday in Advent. Celebrate God’s
Light in the darkness in this season of waiting and
anticipation.

Wednesday morning
study group
10:00 a.m.
Everyone is welcome!
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Holly Fair News
Thank you to all who have and are creating baskets!! We need all that we can get. Kerstin will
be in Fellowship Hall on November 1, 2, 3, and 4 from 10 am to 4 pm to help you wrap baskets!
If you have giftable items that you would like to drop off for the New and Like New sale, we will
start receiving them on October 30 from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm. The deadline will be Thursday,
November 3 at 12:00 pm to allow us time to sort and tag items. Please do not send any electronics,
used toys, stuffed animals. All items should be clean and within the Christmas theme of decor,
decorations and gifts for the holiday.
Baked goods may be dropped off at any time up until 9:00 am on November 5th. If you are baking
cookies, please put them in Ziploc bags of ½ dozen or a dozen. Also, please indicate if they contain
nuts.
Most importantly, please join us on November 5 from 10:00 am – 2:00 pm for our
Holly Fair! In addition to shopping for homemade goodies, handcrafted gifts and decorations,
New and Like New gifts, and participating in our Basket Social, you can enjoy a cup of coffee, mulled
cider or hot cocoa and take home some delicious broccoli cheddar soup or chili! Don’t miss it!!

Please Sign-up for Coffee Hour!
We are looking for people to host coffee hour during
November and December. Please sign up in Fellowship
Hall if you would like to provide simple snacks and
milk/creamer for coffee to encourage conversation and
fellowship. Coffee and juice are provided, and some
snacks are available. Thank you!

The Men’s Breakfasts are back! Join us for good food
and fellowship once a month before worship.
Breakfast will start at 8:00 am. The next date will be
November 27.
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LBS NEWS

(Ladies Benevolent Society)
The LBS meeting on October 19 had a full agenda. With 16 women gathered, we first
took time to remember Doris Benton, who passed away last month at the age of 90.
Doris had been an active member of LBS since 2008. Pastor Sue led us in reading Psalm
23 and then shared a poem “Afterglow” which so beautifully reflected Doris. We also
signed a card for Doris’ family, and many included a favorite memory of our dear, funny,
and intelligent friend.
We then discussed plans for the Holly Fair to ensure that our event will be successful.
We have booth chairs in place for everything so come and start your holiday shopping:
new & like-new gifts; decorations; crafts; jewelry; candy; baked goods; cookies; broccoli
cheddar soup and chili to go; hot coffee, mulled cider, and hot cocoa to enjoy while you
peruse the fair; and of course, enjoy the basket social – we have a wonderful array of
baskets. The basket social will be held outside under a big tent.
Proceeds from the Holly Fair will help fund the sanctuary and narthex refurbishment, for
which LBS has already set aside $9,500 from previous years. Funds also are allocated to
the General Fund to help with operating expenses. You are in integral part of the success
of the Holly Fair – baking, making crafts, contributing your new and like-new items and
decorations, making a themed basket, and enjoying everything at the Fair.
Following the formal meeting, we all enjoyed fellowship and a delicious apple crisp made
by Susan Converse.
Our upcoming events for the remainder of 2022 are:
• November 5 – HOLLY FAIR
• November 16 – Holly Fair Wrap Up and a celebration
• December 21 – Christmas Party in Fellowship Hall
Please save these dates and come and enjoy the fellowship and fun!

The TRUMPET

Page 5

Women’s breakfasts
Attention all women! It’s time to gather for breakfast
and fellowship. During the fall and winter months,
Pastor Sue will be inviting groups of 10 women to
come on a Saturday morning to enjoy breakfast
together at her home. Look for your email invitation
(and please be patient – there are a lot of you!).
If you can’t make it on the date suggested, we’ll find
a future date that works for you.
Give yourself the gift of time and come and enjoy
some good food and relaxing fellowship.

November 2022

Do you have a special event you would like to share
with your Church family – a birth, a graduation, a
new job, an engagement, a wedding, a special honor,
etc., etc.? Just email Heidi at ewccsec@yahoo.com
or call the church office at 928-7449.

May God bless these happy couples…
• Todd Blodgett and Jamie Leale were
married on October 15th.
• Melissa Rebello and Jarrett Thomas
were married on October 29th.

Memorial
A memorial service for Jason Lowe, son of Lori Waterman, was held on October 24th. We give
thanks for his completed life and the blessing that he was to so many people; we ask for God’s
strength and comfort to be with his family and friends.

To Remember Me
by Robert N. Test

Give my sight to the man who has never seen a sunrise, a baby’s face, or love in the eyes of a woman.
Give my heart to a person whose own heart has caused nothing but endless days of pain.
Give my blood to the teenager who was pulled from the wreckage of his car, so that he might live
to see his grandchildren play.
Give my kidneys to one who depends on a machine to exist from week to week.
Take my bones, every muscle, every fiber and nerve in my body and find a way to make a crippled
child walk.
If you must bury something, let it be my faults, my weaknesses, and all prejudice against my fellow
man.
Give my sins to the devil.
Give my soul to God.
If, by chance, you wish to remember me, do it with a kind deed or word to someone who needs you.
If you do all I have asked, I will live forever.
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First Friday Food Fair

Food Distribution
For anyone who could benefit from additional food support.
November 4, 9 AM to 11 (new hours)
We are still collecting non-perishable food items.
Collection bins are on the ramp by the entrance to Fellowship Hall.
Thank you!
Turkey time is coming! As always, your Outreach Committee is anticipating filling
Thanksgiving boxes this year for families designated by our social worker as well
as for some local families. Of course, we don’t do this alone; we rely on your
generosity to make it happen. Although we don’t have a final count yet, we usually
plan on making about 30 boxes. So, that means we need 30 turkeys and the
trimmings. You may bring the turkeys to church on Thanksgiving Sunday (November
20) or before and put them in the chest freezer in the kitchen. Any canned goods that you wish
To contribute may be brought in on Thanksgiving Sunday and left at the back of the church. The
children will bring everything forward during the service to be blessed. Your sharing makes a
huge difference in the lives of the families who receive the boxes. Thank you for whatever
you can do to help.
The Caring Continues (food program for Woodstock School Students) is underway. This month
they are asking us to collect peanut butter in plastic jars and spaghetti sauce in either plastic
or cans. Please just buy the regular size as the large size is too heavy for the children to carry home
in their backpacks. Thank you!
Thank You for all the toys you brought in for the children at the Domestic Violence Shelter. You
did such a good job that the shelter has no need for any toys right now, so we have stopped
collecting.

Outreach recently purchased $100 worth of towels and delivered them to the shelter. The need for
new or gently used towels and twin bed linens is constant, so if you have any that you would like to
donate, please leave them on top of the cart in the Outreach Corner of Fellowship Hall. Thank you.
EWCC continues to cook one Monday a month for the Community Kitchen at the Hill Church. On
October 3, we served 145 meals of meatballs, macaroni & cheese and mixed vegetables. This is
possible because of your generous giving to EWCC. Thank you.

Recent Disbursements:
In response to the devastation caused by Hurricane Ian, Outreach voted to send a $500 check to the
UCC Disaster Relief to aid the victims.
Outreach also voted to send the $500 originally budgeted for the Quiet Corner Refugee
Resettlement to support the Putnam Area Refugee Resettlement program for the Afghan refugee
family. We will continue our support by sending $100/month thereafter until the family can be on
their own.
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JEANS SUNDAY is November 13th
Join your friends, family, and Church committee
members to help with this ONCE-A-YEAR opportunity:
the annual upkeep of our sacred spaces
and our church buildings & grounds.
Society members are coordinating indoor & outdoor tasks,
tasks for young people, tasks for seasoned church goers,
tasks on ladders, and
tasks that have your feet firmly planted on the ground.
ALL are tasks that don't take too long,
but have a lasting effect on the Church.

Light lunch & refreshments will be served
after our tasks are complete!
Join us for this fun & rewarding event after worship.
You will have a great sense of accomplishment & pride!
Society members will provide cleaning supplies.
Please wear your work clothes to worship,
and bring your own favorite step ladder,
rake, or leaf blower.

Show your pride as part of
our Church family!
Sign up in Fellowship Hall or contact Judith Wong:
judithmillerwong@gmail.com

See you there!

November 2022
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Pledge Sunday = November 20th
“Rejoice

always, pray continually, give thanks.”
(1 Thessalonians 5)

Our pledges and our gifts make the ministry and the outreach of our church possible.
We can give thanks to God through our gifts. There are many ways to give to the
church:

- You will receive a pledge card in the mail which you can mail back to EWCC,
PO Box 156, East Woodstock, CT 06244, drop off at the church office, or
place in the offering plate by one of the doors.
- You can go to our website and click on “donate.” There you will find:
o An Electronic Funds Transfer form to print out and return to
the church. Any questions? Please contact John Davis at johnmdavis46@earthlink.net
o Instructions on how to text a contribution
o Ways to use the app Give+ for donations

However we choose to give, together we are celebrating God’s Spirit working in and through our congregation
as we share the Good News of God’s love, hope, and compassion.

Stewardship Letter

Below is a copy of the Stewardship letter which was mailed out on October 27. If you did not receive one and
would like to make a pledge, please contact John Davis at johnmdavis46@earthlink.net.
“Rejoice

always, pray continually, give thanks.” (1 Thessalonians 5)

Dear Friends,
Our stewardship theme this year is focusing on gratitude. The Bible commands us to “give thanks” over 100
times. Why is thankfulness so important?
When we offer prayers of gratitude and thanks, we are communicating with God who loves us. Giving thanks
reminds us of the blessings in our lives. Did we wake up this morning? Give thanks. Are we free to worship God as
we choose? Give thanks. Can we look out the window and marvel at the splendor of God’s creation? Give thanks.
When we stop to think about it, there are endless reasons to give God our thanks and praise.
It is out of that sense of gratitude that we offer our gifts to God. That’s what stewardship is all about – it is
acknowledging God’s gifts to us and then responding with our gifts back to God.
We give thanks for the warmth and welcome of our congregation. We are delighted by beautiful music, the
laughter and learning of children, and the joy of fellowship. We are grateful for the difference that we make together
in the lives of people in our village, our state, and the world.
Our gifts and pledges make the work and worship of our church possible. Each one of us is asked to do our
part to support this powerful ministry. Let us give thanks to God by supporting the work of our church.
November 20th is Pledge Sunday. Please consider your gift to our church carefully and return your pledge
card by mail or in person.
Yours in Christ,
The Stewardship Committee: Beth Baron Jaime Boisvert Michele Connolly Dee Harless Jessica Reed
John Davis, Collector
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Book Discussion Group
Our book group continues so you’ll have the chance to meet and discuss a wide variety of books. We will
meet at 7:00 pm on these evenings in the Chapel.
November 28: Einstein and the Rabbi
by Naomi Levy
December: No Meeting
January 24: The Storyteller of Casablance
by Fiona Valpy
Contact Anne Sorensen for more information: 860-428-2198

Trip to Iona Abbey
Pastor Sue is planning on traveling to the Iona Abbey in Scotland in April 2023 for a week of retreat and
reflection. If you are interested in traveling with her, please let her know so she can reserve a spot for you.
You can find more information about Iona https://www.historicenvironment.scot/visit-a-place/places/ionaabbey-and-nunnery/
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October was all about friendship. We wrote a letter to our pen pal Alioune, and
created some art representing fall in New England to send to him. We have had
a Bible lesson while learning some verses about friendship in Proverbs and Psalms
and Job. We have learned about Jesus being a friend and how we all need friends,
because that is how God made us.
November will focus on gratitude. We have a lot to be thankful for within our
church and your children already know that! We will hear some Bible stories
about sharing gratitude with God and we will talk more about prayers being one
way to share our appreciation.
November 13th is Jeans Sunday! This is a day when the whole church works together
to take care of our church. It is a great day for kids to feel really helpful and
appreciated within the church community. Please make plans for your family to
participate that Sunday.
Peace – Jessica WB
jessalou@me.com
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Children’s Page

What are you thankful for?

November 2022
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November 2022
Daily Bread request: Thanksgiving meal items
Sunday

Monday

1

Tuesday

10:00 – 4:00
Basket Wrapping
7:00 pm Choir

6

7

8

14

15

20

21

22

28

29

30

10:00 Worship

13

Jeans Sunday
10:00 Worship

Thanksgiving
Sunday
Pledge Sunday
New Members
10:00 Worship
First Sunday of
Advent
10:00 Worship

6:00 pm Outreach
7:00 pm Deacons
7:00 pm Society

7:00 pm Choir

7:00 pm Council
7:00 pm Choir

7:00 pm Sanctuary 7:00 pm Choir
Refurbishment

2

Wednesday

3

Thursday

4

Friday

10:00 Study Group 10:00 – 4:00
9 am – 11 pm
Basket Wrapping First Friday Food
10:00 – 4:00
Fair
Basket Wrapping 7:00 pm Bells
7:30 Al-anon
10:00 – 4:00
Basket Wrapping

9

10

11

16

17

18

23

24

26

10:00 Study Group 7:00 pm Bells
7:30 Al-anon
10:00 Study Group 7:00 pm Bells
1:30 pm LBS
7:30 Al-anon
10:00 Study Group
7:30 Al-anon

Happy
Thanksgiving!

9:30 am MOMs

Trumpet
Deadline!

5

Saturday
10 am –2 pm
HOLLY FAIR

12
19

27

7:00 pm Book
7:00 pm Choir
Discussion

Looking Ahead:
December 24th – Christmas Eve Services
at 5 pm & 7 pm

November Birthdays:
Caleb Parker
Aria Parker
Landen Morin
Hunter Squires
Owen Dumas
Amani Kamau

Nov 5
Nov 10
Nov 17
Nov 23
Nov 24
Nov 30
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Today and every day let us be open to God, who promises always to be with us.

Thanksgiving Prayers
If the only prayer you ever say in your entire life is thank you, it will be enough.
~ Meister Eckhart

O God, when I have food,
help me to remember the hungry;
When I have work,
help me to remember the jobless;
When I have a home,
help me to remember those who have no home at all;
When I am without pain,
help me to remember those who suffer,
And remembering,
help me to destroy my complacency;
bestir my compassion,
and be concerned enough to help;
By word and deed,
those who cry out for what we take for granted.
Amen.
~ Samuel F. Pugh

Be present at our table, Lord.
Be here and everywhere adored.
Thy creatures bless and grant that we
May feast in paradise with Thee.

Thank You, Thank You, Generous God!
Thank You, thank You, thank You, generous God!
You have injected life with joy, thus we know laughter.
You have dabbed creation with color, thus we enjoy beauty.
You have whistled a divine tune into the rhythm of life, thus we hear music.
You have filled our minds with questions, thus we appreciate mystery.
You have entered our hearts with compassion, thus we experience faith.
Thank You, God, Thank You. Thank You!

~ C. Welton Gaddy

- John Cennick

