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What’s in your wallet?
“What’s in your wallet?” – that’s the tagline
of a credit card company trying to convince us that
we need their product to successfully navigate the
world. With this in your wallet, they proclaim, you
can face any challenge.
But that made me wonder – what else do we
carry in our wallets? What hidden treasures are held
within this mundane carrying case?
It reminds me of a time when I was helping
my father-in-law fill out a pile of forms necessary to
move into assisted living. They needed lots of
information – his driver’s license number, social
security number, health insurance number. Again and
again, he would say, “I have that – it’s in my wallet.”
He handed me his wallet to look through. As I was
searching for the information, a small black and white
photo dropped out. It was a picture of his son, my
husband’s older brother who had passed away 15
years earlier. My father-in-law grabbed the photo and
at first looked almost angry, then maybe embarrassed.
Finally, this quiet and private man said to me, “I
always carry him with me.”

Since that time, whenever I encounter
someone, I always wonder, “What’s in their wallet?”
What hurts are they carrying with them? Who are
they missing? What is private and precious to them?
Who is near and dear to their heart – hidden from
view but always close to them?
I try to let that thought influence my behavior
when I encounter someone who is rude or surly,
withdrawn or distant. I try to wonder – what’s in
their wallet? What load might they be bearing? What
unspoken truths do they carry with them?
This is where the “love kindness” part of
Micah’s dictate (Micah 6:8) comes in. We are
commanded to do justice, love kindness, and walk
humbly with God.
Every day we encounter many people. I
suspect all of them are yearning for kindness – or at
least decency and respect. Every day we meet people
who are carrying some burden with them. Without
ever knowing what is in their wallet, we can endeavor
to treat them with the kindness they deserve.
This is our call as God’s people – as a church
and as individuals. Let us love others as God loves
us.
Yours in Christ,

Rev. Dr. Susan J. Foster
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The following are the scriptures for the month of
October:
You are invited to read them as part of your daily devotions
and as preparation for worship.
October 2
Lamentations 1:1-6, 3:19-26
Psalm 137
Habakkuk 1;1-4; 2:1-4
Psalm 37:1-9
2 Timothy 1:1-14
Luke 17:5-10
October 16
Jeremiah 31:27-34
Psalm 119:97-104
Genesis 32:22-31
Psalm 121
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
Luke 18:1-8

October 9
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7
Psalm 66 :1-12
2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c
Psalm 111
2 Timothy 2:8-15
Luke 17:11-19

October 23
Joel 2:23-32
Psalm 65
Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22
Psalm 84:1-7
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
Luke 18:9-14

October 30
Habakkuk 1;1-4; 2:1-4
Psalm 119:137-144
Isaiah 1:10-18
Psalm 32:1-7
2 Thess. 1:1-4, 11-12
Luke 18:9-14

• Would you like to know a bit more
about the Bible?
• Have you wondered what these
ancient stories have to do with
modern-day life?
• Would you like to get a head-start
on Sunday morning worship?
Join us on Wednesday mornings at
10:00 a.m. for our study group!

Worship News
Join us for worship every Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m.
Can’t attend in person? Join us live on Facebook or our
YouTube channel. (Recordings of the service can also be
found on both).

Come every week or drop in when you
can and enjoy conversation, questions,
fellowship, and learning.
No experience necessary!

October 2: World Communion Sunday.
October 9:
October 16: New member class following worship
October 23:
October 30: Bell choir ringing
Join us for fellowship and conversation each Sunday during
coffee hour following worship. Thank you to the Society
Committee for hosting coffee hour during October.

Everyone is welcome!
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We celebrated the baptism of Fitz, Otis, and Axel Lurvey on September 18th. They are the sons of
Megan and Andrew Lurvey. We give thanks for the gift that they are and ask for God’s blessing on their life
journey.
Congratulations to Nicholas Webster for being accepted into the National High School Choir, an
audition group that will meet in Maryland for 3 days of rehearsals and concerts. Nicholas played in our bell
choir for several years and now is sharing his vocal talents with this very elite group. We're very proud of
you Nicholas!

Memorial

A memorial service for Adelaide Bay Coderre was held on September 17th. We give thanks for her completed life and
the blessing that she was to so many people; we ask for God’s strength and comfort to be with her family and friends.

Book Discussion Group
Our next book will be Maid by Stephanie Land. We will meet on Monday,
October 24 at 7:00 pm. Please contact Anne Sorensen with any
questions.

At 28, Stephanie Land's dreams of attending a university and becoming
a writer quickly dissolved when a summer fling turned into an
unplanned pregnancy. Before long, she found herself a single mother,
scraping by as a housekeeper to make ends meet. Maid is an emotionally
raw, masterful account of Stephanie's years spent in service to uppermiddle-class America as a "nameless ghost" who quietly shared in her clients' triumphs,
tragedies, and deepest secrets. Driven to carve out a better life for her family, she cleaned by
day and took online classes by night, writing relentlessly as she worked toward earning a
college degree. She wrote of the true stories that weren't being told: of living on food stamps
and WIC coupons, of government programs that barely provided housing, of aloof government
employees who shamed her for receiving what little assistance she did. Above all else, she
wrote about pursuing the myth of the American dream from the poverty line, all the while
slashing through deep-rooted stigmas of the working poor. Maid is Stephanie's story, but it's
not hers alone. It is an inspiring testament to the courage, determination, and ultimate strength
of the human spirit.
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Refurbishment Committee Update: Work in Progress!
THE HISTORY
In late 2019 the Refurbishment Committee, a subcommittee of Society, was formed with the goal to “Refurbish
the Sanctuary and Narthex while being sensitive to the practical needs of the congregation, and
while being true to the time period of the Church.” The committee’s intention is to meet today’s needs of
the Sanctuary and Narthex, using appropriate aesthetics that pay homage to the history of the Church. We have
10+ members on our committee who began by setting the foundation for our work with the following:
• We made an initial presentation at the 2020 Annual Meeting and created “Sanctuary

Stories” boards to collect our congregation’s personal memories. “Visual Reminder”
boards were created showing things to look at in Sanctuary and Narthex. We continue to
gather interior photos of other churches to explore sacred spaces.
• We offered three surveys to the congregation: feedback on our Sanctuary and Narthex, feedback from visiting
other churches, and feedback from those involved in providing music for our worship services.
• While all refurbishment project discussions were placed on hold during the pandemic, we started regular
Refurbishment Committee meetings once again earlier this year.
THE PRESENT
Through our investigations, conversations with consultants, and survey results we learned that we must balance our
practical needs and aesthetics to accommodate both our current and our future needs. Knowing that, we respect our
past and present history but can’t predict the future!
We learned that many architectural time periods are represented in our Church as things have been added over the
course of history and believe that the blended architecture of our Sanctuary and Narthex are beautiful in their
simplicity and traditional roots.
We also know that our church is a sacred space, but not a monument. We pray that it may always be a place where
the people of God can gather and be aware of God’s presence, and also recognize that it can evolve and change. This
is our gift to future congregations! With that in mind, the committee has been working hard to imagine the
possibilities and determine the specifics of what we’d like to accomplish, estimate costs and prepare recommended
directions for the congregation to consider.
We have already made progress in a number of areas:
• Using your survey responses as a guide, we have been working with historical and A/V consultants, structural

and electrical contractors, and carpeting and color consultants to explore potential refurbishment directions.

• Because of the age of the Church building, our first priority has been to investigate potential structural issues

prior to any refurbishment work. Society is working with our Refurbishment Committee to help spearhead these
efforts. Recently they coordinated adding additional support to the “soft spots” in the Sanctuary floor.
We want to continue to find ways to share meaningful worship and improve the ability to see and hear the
service and music for both online and in person worship. The first phase of our new A/V equipment is set up
including a new video camera that enhances our online worship capabilities.
• Furniture has been moved and rearranged in the Sanctuary, Narthex, and upper balcony hallway to better
accommodate our needs.
Based on the congregation’s input, we learned that you value a sense of warmth and cheer; an inviting environment
that is also calming and relaxing, and creates a sense of peace, serenity, and a space for reflection. To address these
values, we hope to offer refurbishments including:
• Improved overhead and sconce lighting in the Sanctuary and Narthex to offer flexibility and brightness for day

and evening services

• Additional updated A/V systems to offer enhanced sound and video capabilities, and relocation of the A/V
•
•
•
•

control center to a more discreet location
Sanctuary, Narthex, and balcony painting to set the mood for worship
Sanctuary, Narthex, and balcony carpet replacement and additions to upgrade sound absorption
Dedicated Sanctuary space for wheelchairs near the front of the Sanctuary
Dedicated Sanctuary space for families with small children in the back of the Sanctuary
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THE FUTURE
We learned that flexibility in our worship space is an important factor as we consider refurbishment opportunities
that address the needs of today and the future. With this in mind, we are exploring possible layout modifications:
• Eliminate the old choir director opening at the back of the Sanctuary
• Examine layout options for the dais area at the front of the Sanctuary to improve stair access and offer increased
flexibility for worship, choir use, and other programming
• Consider adding a cross above the dais, a traditional element in many Congregational Churches, to affirm God’s
presence, strengthen our worship purpose, and add a spiritual focal point.
• Consider ways to add welcoming elements such as a display of church historical objects, archival photos, or
other sacred items.
NEXT STEPS
Most of the Refurbishment Committee’s work to date has been looking at the Sanctuary, Narthex, and balcony
infrastructure so that we can address any structural problems before beginning cosmetic work. We continue to meet
with contractors, gather ballpark estimates, and investigate refurbishment opportunities as well as looking at
cosmetic details. Based on our findings, we will develop options for improvements, upgrades, modifications, and
recommendations with a projected timeline. This will be brought to the congregation for discussion and approval,
and there will be opportunities for feedback before any major refurbishments. We have a modest budget to start our
work but will most likely need to consider a campaign to fund the refurbishments. That, too, will be brought to the
congregation for approval.
As we carry on our work, we look for your support and welcome your input with the hope that we will continue to
make our Church the special place that we all enjoy and live out our faith.
Respectfully submitted,
Judith Wong
Chair, Refurbishment Committee

Save the date – Lasagna Dinner
Join us for this “fun” raiser of delicious food, games and fellowship!
The dinner will be held on Saturday, October 22 at 6:00 pm. There is a sign-up
sheet in Fellowship Hall or you can contact Dorrie Scranton if you are interested
in attending. dsscranton@gmail.com.
Hosted by Anne Sorensen, Dorrie Scranton and Amy Hiller-White.

Women’s Breakfasts
Attention all women! It’s time to gather for breakfast and fellowship.
During the fall and winter months, Pastor Sue will be inviting groups
of 10 women to come on a Saturday morning to enjoy breakfast together
at her home. Look for your email invitation (and please be patient
because there are a lot of you!). If you can’t make it on the date suggested, we’ll find a future date that works for
you. Give yourself the gift of time and come and enjoy some good food and relaxing fellowship.
The Men’s Breakfasts are back! Join us for good food and fellowship once
a month before worship. Breakfast will start at 8:00 am. The next date will
be October 23. Hope to see you there!
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LBS NEWS

(Ladies Benevolent Society)
On September 21, 16 women from our community met in Fellowship Hall for a Welcome Back potluck
luncheon. So much delicious food and not one duplicate!! It was wonderful to reconnect with friends that we
haven’t seen for a while – lots of joyous and animated conversations!
We held a brief meeting and voted in our existing officers who all agreed to serve another term: President –
Kerstin Forrester; Vice-President – Mary Ellen Blake; Secretary – Marian Hallowell; Treasurer – Susan
Converse. We still need two committees for Program and Nominations. Please volunteer to help with these.
Our Programs are all set for the remainder of this year, but we need to plan for the first half of 2023.

We also started our plans for our Holly Fair to be held on Saturday, November 5. We are grateful to Donna
Baldyga and Pat Ziemba for again volunteering to co-chair this event. It’s time to start planning for all the
booths to make sure that we have a successful event. All funds generated will help support our general fund
and the refurbishing of the Sanctuary and Narthex.

Following the business meeting, Pastor Sue shared lots of fantastic pictures and stories of her sabbatical. A big
thank you to Pastor Sue for taking the time to put together the presentation and for sharing her experiences.
Please plan on joining us on October 19, 2022, at 1:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall for Holly Fair planning! We
need all the volunteers we can get. It is a fun event.
Our calendar for the remainder of 2022:
• October 19 – Holly Fair Planning
• November 5 – HOLLY FAIR
• November 16 – Holly Fair Wrap Up
• December 21 – Christmas Party in Fellowship Hall

Please save these dates and come and enjoy the fellowship and fun!
Respectfully,

Kerstin Forrester
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The Holly Fair needs you!!
Calling all crafters!
If you sew, knit, crochet, paint, woodwork, etc… we need your
talents for our craft table. This is a very popular booth, requiring
the creative hands of MANY people! If you would be willing to
donate items (we have lots of ideas if needed) or would like to
help cut, sew, wrap... please contact Amy White
amyhillerwhite@gmail.com / (860) 315-7816. Thank You!
IF you happen to be cleaning out closets this fall and
have wool (or cashmere or alpaca or other natural
fiber) sweaters that you no longer want, the craft
table of the Holly Fair will gladly use them. These
will be used to make mittens for the Holly Fair. They
were a big hit last year. Holes and tears are not a
problem because the sweaters will be cut up to make
the mittens anyway. Patterns and solids are both welcome!
The sweaters do need to be natural, acrylic sweaters will not work for this project. If you have
sweaters that would like to be turned into "smittens", there is a bin at the top of the ramp for
collection. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Amy (amyhillerwhite@gmail.com)
or 860-315-7816.
More Holly Fair needs:
Please consider baking (cookies, quick breads, brownies, muffins, cakes, pies), making candy,
jams, jellies, pickles, chutneys, donating jewelry you no longer want, items to sell as New &
Like New Gifts, even money to help with purchasing ingredients for the luncheon. The biggest
money maker is the Basket Social, so please consider donating a themed basket this year. Any
size and theme of your choice is appreciated! You can create one on your own or team up with
someone. Please see Kerstin Forrester for more information. Contact our Holly Fair co-chairs,
Donna Baldyga or Pat Ziemba if you would like to help.
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HOLLY FAIR BASKET SOCIAL
We will need your help to make this successful! We are hereby soliciting themed
baskets from each of our church committees as well as individuals. Get together
with a friend and fill a basket/bowl/pail/box with games/books/wine/cheese/
gardening tools/craft kits.

Here’s a list of ideas:

1. Consider what you or your family:
a.

like;

b. what are their hobbies;
c. what to do they need;

d. what do they like to eat?

2. CONTAINERS:
a. BASKETS OF ALL SIZES AND SHAPES
b. BOWLS
c. FLOWER POTS
d. WATERING CANS
e. FISHING CREELS
f. CANVAS BAGS
g. DAY PACKS
h. WASTE BASKETS
i. BUCKETS – ICE, GARDEN
j. COLANDERS
k. STORAGE BOXES
l. PLATTERS
m. TINS

If you need help assembling baskets, contact Kerstin Forrester at keforrester@atlanticbb.net
or phone/text 860-634-3635 if you are willing to help with advertising and set-up, please
contact Kerstin.
This is a significant fundraiser for the church, and we appreciate any help you are able to
provide to make this fun and successful!
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Our First Friday Food Fair continues to be well-attended. Thank you for all of the donations that
make this event possible. Cereal, coffee, spaghetti sauce and soup are always popular items with our
shoppers, so new supplies are always welcome. Please note: The hours of the food fair are now
9:00 – 11:00. The next food fair is FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7.
Towels and TOYS! The local Domestic Violence Shelter has indicated that they could use some
towels and twin bed linens (gently used, no stains are acceptable) as well as toys for the children who
are at the shelter. They are looking for things like blocks, trucks, and dolls to have available for the
children. The toys may also be gently used, but they ask that we do not send toys with a lot of small
pieces. Towels are an on-going need since people are allowed to take the towels with them when they
leave the shelter. The Outreach Committee agreed to allocate $00 towards the purchase of new towels
for the shelter. If you have donations that could be used, please leave them on the table in the
Outreach corner in Fellowship Hall.
As the school year begins, The Caring Continues program swings into action to provide weekend food
for families in the Woodstock school system who need assistance. The organizers have requested
GRAPE JELLY IN PLASTIC CONTAINERS and CERAL for this month. The requests may change
from month to month, as the needs of the group change.
If you are cooking and have extra food that could be frozen, please consider taking an aluminum
container, lid, and label from the table in the Outreach corner of Fellowship Hall and packaging it up for
our Freezer Meals Ministry. Meals are stored in the freezer in the kitchen and delivered by Pastor Sue
as needed. Thanks!
EWCC has partnered with Putnam Area Refugee Resettlement (PARR) to create a home from a
family from Afghanistan. The mother, father and four young children are settling in and adjusting to life
in the United States. A church member recently provided a refurbished bicycle for one of the children,
which was a huge hit! Thank you to everyone who contributed to making this project a success.
Disbursements from Outreach for September include:
Lancaster Seminary
NE CT Salvation Army
Underground CT (to combat human trafficking

$125
$200
$300

Correspondence:
Thank you notes received include the following:
UCC Cleveland (One Great Hour of Sharing - $144)
IHSP $750
TEEG Food Truck – in-kind donations
ACCESS Agency
Rainbow Railroad – Fundraiser for WA LGBTQ
UCC Cleveland (One Great Hour of Sharing - $481)
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New Members Class
Are you interested in learning more about membership at EWCC? You are invited to join
us for new members’ classes! This is a chance to ask questions and learn what it means
to be a member of our congregation. Please contact Pastor Sue if you would like to
attend: ewccpastor@gmail.com or 860-928-7449
October 16 – Meet with Pastor Sue following worship
November 13 – Afternoon tea with deacons. 3:00 p.m. at Pastor Sue’s home
November 20 – Welcome new members during worship
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From the Children’s Chapel
Thank you everyone who participated in our Rally Day Games of “Get to
Know Your Neighbor Bingo” and Pictionary! Lots of fun was had!
September was all about preparing for World Communion Sunday
on October 2nd.
All the students learned about Jesus’ last supper and how we remember
him by continuing the ritual of sharing bread and drink with others.
October includes the National Children’s Sabbath, so we will be talking
about how Jesus teaches us justice. We will have prayers and share news around
children being treated justly. We will also be talking more about
our pen pal, Alioune, who lives in Mauritania, and writing to him again.
We have a wonderful group of students this year.
This does mean we need more adults helping with the young people
as they learn out of the sanctuary. Please reach out with how YOU can help, ASAP!
Peace – Jessica WB
jessalou@me.com
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Daily Bread request: Soup

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

28

29

10:00 am
6:00 pm Outreach 7:00 pm Choir
World Communion 7:00 pm Deacons 7:00 pm Council
Sunday

10:00 am Worship

10:00 am Worship 7:00 pm Society
11:00 am New
Members’ Class

23

24

30

31

7:00 pm Choir

10:00 Study Group 7:00 pm Bells
7:30 pm Al-anon

10:00 Study Group 7:00 pm Bells
7:30 pm Al-anon

7:00 pm Choir
10:00 Study Group
7:00 pm Sanctuary 1:30 pm LBS
Refurbishment
7:30 pm Al-anon

25

10:00 am Worship 7:00 pm Book
7:00 pm Choir
Discussion

26

Trumpet
Deadline!

7:00 pm Bells

27

10:00 Study Group 7:00 pm Bells
7:30 pm Al-anon

9 am – 11 am
First Friday
Food Fair

9:30 am MOMs

Saturday

8

6:00 pm
Lasagna Dinner

8:00 am Men’s
Happy Halloween!
Breakfast
10:00 am Worship
3:30 pm MOMs
Trunk or Treat

Upcoming Events:
November 5: Holly Fair

October Birthdays:
Audrey Noë
Athena Mondino
Tanner Blair
Matthew Dearborn

Oct. 12
Oct. 18
Oct. 22
Oct. 27

Coffee Hour this month will be hosted by
Society.
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Today and every day let us be open to God, who promises always to be with us.

Disturb us, Lord, when we are too pleased with ourselves,
When our dreams have come true because we have dreamed too little.
-

Attributed to Sir Francis Drake, 1577

Harvest Prayer
God we thank you for your harvest which feeds us so many times each day.
We are nourished with your forgiveness and hope
We are sustained with your strength and patience
We are filled with your grace and compassion
God we thank you for feeding us with a harvest of plenty
We are restored through your generosity and healing
We are replenished with your abundance and joy
We are reminded of your selfless abandon
God we thank you for feeding us with the bread of heaven
Your gift of Christ sustains our lives
His presence restores the promise of your love
His life fills our hearts with your everlasting light
God we thank you too for filling us with the water of life
May we drink deeply that our thirst may be quenched
May your river continue to flow
Over us, in us, through us
And out into the world you love.

