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The Trumpet deadline is the 20th of every month!

Come to Church!
The news is in – for the first time in 80 years,
fewer than 50% of Americans belong to a church.
Church membership has been steadily declining
for decades; in 1999 over 70% of our population
were members of a congregation; now 47%
identify as church members. (Mirror Now
Digital, April 18, 2022)
When I was in seminary one assignment was to
define what “church” is. What is church? Why is
it important? And why should someone be
involved with a church?
I described church as being similar to a beating
heart. With apologies to those with actual
medical knowledge, I imagined the church this
way – Blood flows into the heart where it is
rejuvenated with oxygen and fortified by the
heart’s energetic pumping. Then the blood goes
out to reach the farthest parts of the body,
offering much-needed energy and sustenance.
Then the blood circles back to the heart to be
reenergized again. The church is like that.
On Sunday mornings, I visualize the people of
God gathering together, often weary from a long
week of bad news and discouraged by events
seemingly beyond their control. At church we
find something sure and unchanging. Good News

of hope and new life is offered. In the midst of
our turbulent, chaotic world, we discover again
God’s steadfast love that endures forever.
Overwhelmed by images of violence, we accept
Jesus’ invitation – “Peace I give to you, not as the
world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts
be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” (John
14:27)
Here we can find hope.
Here we can celebrate forgiveness and new life.
Here we can share community.
Here we can experience welcome.
Church reminds us that we are not alone. We
have work to do – to act justly, love kindness,
and walk humbly with God (Micah 6:8). And –
what joy! – We do that with God’s help and the
support of our congregation.
It isn’t that we “have to” go to church. We “get
to” go to church to be revitalized by God’s living
Spirit. We come into God’s presence together to
celebrate that God can make all things new. It is
a message of enduring, undefeatable hope.
I’ll be at church on Sunday morning. I hope you
will be too.
Yours in Christ,

Rev. Dr. Susan J. Foster
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The following are the scriptures for the month of
September:
You are invited to read them as part of your daily devotions
and as preparation for worship.
September 4
Jeremiah 18:1-11
Psalm 139 :1-6, 13-18
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Psalm 1
Philemon 1:1-21
Luke 14:25-33

September 11
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28
Psalm 14
Exodus 32 :7-14
Psalm 51:1-10
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-10

September 18
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1
Psalm 79:1-9
Amos 8:4-7
Psalm 113
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Luke 16:1-13

September 25
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16
Amos 6:1a, 4-7
Psalm 146
1 Timothy 6:6-19
Luke 16:19-31

• Would you like to know a bit more
about the Bible?
• Have you wondered what these
ancient stories have to do with
modern-day life?
• Would you like to get a head-start
on Sunday morning worship?
Join us on Wednesday mornings at
10:00 a.m. for our study group!

Worship News

Come every week or drop in when you
can and enjoy conversation, questions,
fellowship, and learning.
No experience necessary!

Worship will begin at 10:00 a.m. beginning on Rally
Day.
Join us for worship every Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. Can’t
attend in person? Join us live on Facebook or our YouTube
channel.( Recordings of the service can also be found there).
September 4: 9:00 A.M. Communion Sunday. Join us for our
final union service with our friends from the First
Congregational Church.

September 11: Rally Day. Sign up for Sunday School and start
the new school year singing God’s praises.
September 17: (Saturday): 4:00 P.M. Memorial Service for
Adelaide Coderre

September 18: Join us to celebrate the baptism of Fitz, Otis,
and Axel Lurvey
September 25:

Starting again this fall
on September 7th
Everyone is welcome!
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LBS NEWS

Our church is blessed by the work of many volunteers.
Every bit of effort and caring helps the church live out
its calling to be the Body of Christ. This month we
especially would like to thank . . .

Dot Hill for years of baking our communion

bread! Thank you for sharing your talents with us
as we celebrated the welcome of our Lord’s table.

Dot Hill and Nancy Young for

volunteering their time every month to collate and
send out the Trumpet. Thank you for ensuring
that our printed version of the Trumpet was
mailed out to those who depend on the printed
version!

Thank you, Anne
Our heartfelt thanks go to Anne Sorensen who has
served our congregation as our Youth Director for
many years. She will continue to be a valued
member of our church family as she explores
other ways to be involved with our congregation,
including leading our church book group. Anne
has had an enduring positive impact on the lives
of our young people. Her patience, listening ear,
and deep compassion have been much
appreciated by those who are experiencing the
challenges of teenage years. Thank you, Anne, for
offering your creativity and caring heart to our
young people and their families. Your ministry
has been powerful and meaningful.

Book Discussion Group
Our next discussion will be on September
26 at 7:00 pm. We will talk about The
Unlikely Yarn of the Dragon Lady by
Sharon J. Mondragón.
Margaret, Rose, Jane, and Fran had a
good thing going: meet every week in the
quiet of their peaceful chapel and knit
prayer shawls. No muss, just ministry.
That is, until their pastor boots them out
of the church in his last-ditch effort to
revive the dwindling congregation.

(Ladies’ Benevolent Society)
I hope you have all had a wonderful summer! LBS
will meet on Wednesday, September 21 at noon for a
Welcome Back Pot Luck Luncheon! Bring a favorite
casserole, salad, or dessert and come enjoy fellowship
and hear Pastor Sue tell us about her Sabbatical. We
will also hold election of officers at our September
meeting. Susan Converse will share a reflection.
I hope to see many of you there. Bring a friend to
introduce to LBS. If you’re curious about what we do,
please come and check us out. Our big project for the
year is in November when we hold the Holly Fair to
raise funds for the church.
Respectfully,
Kerstin Forrester

LGBTQ+ Support Group
A new online support group for LGBTQ+ youth will
be meeting every Monday at 4:00 pm. Aubrey WazGrant is partnering with TEEG to offer the program.
For more information, go to
www.aubreyauthentically.com

Have you changed your email or
mailing address?
Please let the office know of any changes so you
don’t miss out on The Trumpet or other
important messages. You can send any changes
to ewccsec@yahoo.com.
Thank you!
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The Board of Outreach offers many thanks to the congregation for their generous donation of
school supplies for the TEEG Back-to-School supply collection. Working together with the Hill
Church, we were able to provide a huge assortment of supplies for the children in our community
to begin school with all the tools needed for a successful year.

OUR FREEZER…
offers the opportunity to provide meals to those in our midst in times of need. As you prepare
meals for your family please think about making a little extra for a meal to put in our kitchen
freezer. Containers and labels can be found on the Outreach table in Fellowship Hall.

First Friday Food Fair continues:
For anyone who could beneﬁt
from additional food support.

September 2, 9 AM to 12 PM
We are still collecting non-perishable food items.
Needs: canned meats/fish, tomato sauce, peanut butter, & soups.
Collection bins are on the ramp by the entrance to Fellowship Hall
or on the Outreach table.
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Back again with a new look, the Jamboree’s Attic Treasures was a grand success!

Many thanks to our awesome Attic Treasures team:

Amy, Barbara H, Barbara M, Cris, David, Donna, Jared, Jaylee, Jeff, Judy, Karen M, Karen R,
Kerstin, Lucy, Lynn, Maura, Melanie, Nancy, Pat, Reanne, Rhonda, Sandee, Sarah Jo, Val,
and everyone who donated and supported this year’s Attic Treasures sale!
It was truly an extraordinary experience to work side by side with all who generously shared
their expertise and enthusiasm, and their humor and friendship during this year’s Attic
Treasures sale. What a team of movers and shakers!
We all volunteer for different reasons, but universally there are deep rewards in gathering
together to support our Christian Ed and music programs, and local, regional, and global
Outreach. It is an opportunity to further our Church’s mission, nurture our strong fellowship of
friends, and share our time and talents with one another to support our Church’s oldest and
largest fundraiser.
This year our team incorporated new ways to make our sale more appropriate for today's times
by making it more comfortable for our volunteers and for those who donate and shop. We
instituted new policies for reviewing and accepting donations, promoted specific donation days
and times monitored by our Attic Treasures team, and incorporated a more open layout within
our sales areas. These meaningful changes made our pre-event work more efficient, and the
shopping experience more enjoyable. The outcome was a fabulous success for all! Special thanks
to the team from The Center of Hope Foundation in Southbridge. After the Jamboree they carted
off all our unsold items for their thrift shop!
I hope that you had as much fun as I did working up to and during the Jamboree – making new
friends, re-connecting with others, taking in the moment and celebrating the 4th. I know that
you all treasure the tremendous inner reward that we feel as we work together for what matters
to our Church. It’s a very special experience and I’m honored to share it with you! (And
remember, it’s not too early to start gathering your treasures for next year!)
I look forward to partnering with you again in 2023.
My sincere thanks,
Judith Wong
Chair, Attic Treasures
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Middle School and Senior
Youth Group
September 2022
Middle School Youth Group Update:
I hope everyone had a relaxing summer. After prayer and reflection, I decided to resign from
my youth group director position in August. It was a difficult decision and not one I took lightly.
Working with our church's middle school and high school students has always been a joy.
I have so many wonderful memories of all the service projects we worked on together, including
Compassion Camp, Giv 2 Projects, two trips to Boston, and a trip to NYC. It was also always
wonderful to work with the students and adults on events at our church - the Jamboree, Ham
and Bean Supper, and Jean's Sunday. I also enjoyed working with students on their youth
internships.
I have loved meeting with the middle school youth group every other week during the school
year for the past three years. Most people who know me know that I have a soft spot for middle
schoolers. It is such a tough age with many challenges and changes for them. I hope our church
will always be a safe place for them to be themselves.
I want to thank the adults who have supported the Youth Ministry over the years. The list is too
long to thank everyone, but I want to take a moment to thank a few people including Jaime
Boisvert who did a fantastic job as Youth Ministry Chair for many years. Thank you to Christine
Armstrong and Dianna Rebello, who chaperoned Compassion Camp for several years. Thank
you to Tom Converse for helping me start the middle school youth group. Thank you to Heidi
Tucker for helping me share information in the bulletin, weekly reminder, and Trumpet.
A heartfelt thank you to Pastor Sue. Sue encouraged me to grow in ways I didn't know I could.
She always listened to me and encouraged me when events or activities didn't come together
as planned. I truly appreciate all the support Sue gave me. Lastly, thank you to all the parents
who encouraged the children to participate in youth group events. I know it was not always
easy to convince them to come to church.
Thank you to our congregation for supporting my youth ministry for the past nine years. I look
forward to finding new ways to be part of our wonderful church.
Sincerely,
Anne Sorensen
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RALLY DAY!
Sunday, September 11th
Everyone of all ages is invited to join the fun at 9 am in Fellowship Hall.
There will be games and some morning snacks and drinks.

Let’s get to know one another with laughter and questions.

There will be a time for questions and answers regarding hopes and plans for the year ahead
together.

If you have kids or grandkids or just want to know more about what happens after the children
leave the sanctuary on Sunday mornings, come and join us!
Parents: This will be your opportunity to register for Sunday School this year. If you know
families who may be interested in our church and our programs, this is the perfect time to
invite them!

I am prepared to gather with the young disciples of our church, and their friends, to share more
stories and ask more questions about our God and Jesus and the Holy Spirit.
I hope everyone had a marvelous summer. Where did you see God this summer? Was it in the
sunsets and the stars? The ocean or the mountains? Did you feel God as you shared laughter
and tears with dear family and friends in ordinary moments that are special because you don’t
get to see one another enough?
I look forward to hearing about your adventures and lessons from this summer.

Here (on the Children’s Page) is something to print and pray over as you get ready for starting
new routines.
Peace,

Jessica Weaver Boose
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Daily Bread request: Canned Fish and Meats

Sunday

4

9:00 am Worship
Last Summer
Union Service

11

Rally Day

10:00 am Worship

18

Monday

5

Wednesday

1

Thursday

2

Friday

First Friday Food
Fair

3

6

7

8

9

10

12

13

14

15

16

17

19

20

21

22

23

24

28

29

30

Labor Day

7:00 pm Choir

6:00 pm Outreach 7:00 pm Choir

10:00 am Worship 7:00 pm Society
Baptism

25

Tuesday

26

10:00 am Worship 7:00 pm Book
Discussion

7:00 pm Choir

27

Trumpet
Deadline!

7:00 pm Choir

10:00 Study Group 7:00 pm Bells
7:30 pm Al-anon

10:00 Study Group 7:00 pm Bells
7:30 pm Al-anon
10:00 Study Group 7:00 pm Bells
12:00 LBS Potluck
7:30 pm Al-anon
10:00 Study Group 7:00 pm Bells
7:30 pm Al-anon

9:30 am MOMs

Saturday

4:00 pm
Memorial

Upcoming Events:
October 2: World Communion Sunday

September Birthdays:
Zayne Sampson
Anthony Reed
Georgiana Young
Adelyn Cournoyer
Elliot Billings
Henry Griffin
Emmalee Integlia
Arabella Integlia

We will start having Coffee Hour again beginning
on Rally Day, September 11!!

Sept 1
Sept 9
Sept 13
Sept 20
Sept 23
Sept 25
Sept 29
Sept 30
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Today and every day let us be open to God, who promises always to be with us.
This poem was read at the memorial service of George Brown:

He Is Gone

David Harkins, © 1981 Silloth, Cumbria, UK

You can shed tears that he is gone
or you can smile because he has lived.
You can close your eyes and pray that he’ll come back
or you can open your eyes and see all he’s left.
Your heart can be empty because you can’t see him
or you can be full of the love you shared.
You can turn your back on tomorrow and live yesterday
or you can be happy for tomorrow because of yesterday.
You can remember him and only that he’s gone
or you can cherish him memory and let it live on.
You can cry and close your mind, be empty and turn your back
or you can do what he’d want:
smile, open your eyes, love and go on.
A prayer for Labor Day

The things, good Lord, that we pray for, give us the grace to labor for.
- Thomas More, 16th century

Back to school prayer
Oh, God. How I love my kids. Thank you for allowing me to be their parent. As the school days approach, I
entrust them into your hands. You are everywhere and I thank You that You are where I cannot be. You are
in their classroom, in the school hallways, in their lunchroom. You are in the hearts of those You love and
those who love You. You are in the heart of my child. Today, I ask for Your presence to surround our school,
the buses, and the sidewalks our children will walk. Give teachers and school leaders wisdom and patience.
Protect my children’s minds, bodies and souls from any harm and may we trust that You are always with
them. Amen

Open wide the window of our spirit, O Lord, and fill us full of light.
Open wide the door of our hearts, that we may receive and entertain thee with all our power of adoration and love.
Amen.

-

Christina G. Rossetti, 19th century

