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The Trumpet deadline is the 20th of every month!

Traveling to a “thin place”
By the time you read this, I will be on my way
home from the island of Iona in Scotland, which is
famously known as a “thin place.” Thin places
have nothing to do with weight loss. A thin place is
defined in Celtic Christianity as one of "those rare
locales where the distance between heaven and
Earth collapses.” In other words, a place where the
presence of God is readily experienced or a place
where one is more aware that very little separates
us from the holy.
It takes some effort to travel to Iona. I will fly
from Boston to Dublin Ireland and then onto
Edinburgh Scotland. Then I will take a train to the
west coast of Scotland and board a ferry for the
island of Mull. From there I will travel by bus or
taxi to the other side of the island in order to catch
another ferry which will take me to Iona. When I
get off the ferry, it will be time to walk since there
are very few cars and no public transit on this tiny
island. My destination will be the Iona Abbey
which has a simple guesthouse that welcomes
pilgrims from across the globe for weeklong stays.
We will experience the hospitality of the Abbey
and form a community together as we worship,
prepare meals, and share experiences together.
This journey is the final piece of my sabbatical.
The pandemic prevented international travel last
year and I am looking forward to the opportunity
to have this long-anticipated trip now. I will be
traveling with my lifelong friend Patti. We have

known each other since pre-school and have
experienced many retreats and adventures
together; this will be our first international trip
together and we’re both filled with gratitude at the
prospect of sharing this experience.
As much as I am looking forward to the trip, I
realize that one does not need to travel thousands
of miles using multiple forms of transportation to
experience God’s presence. Instead of encouraging
you to travel to Iona (although, if you get the
opportunity – please take it), here is my question
for all of us – where is a thin place for you? Where
do you encounter the holy?
If you can think of a special place or two, when
do you go there? Because it does take some
intention. We are blessed to live in a beautiful area
with rolling green fields, flowering trees, lush
woodlands, ponds, and an array of stunning
scenery. We also tend to rush through it or to
dwell in it oblivious to the miraculous creation all
around us.
In order to experience the mystery of a thin
place, we have to choose to slow down, unplug,
and make time to notice that God is in this place.
When I return I will have stories to tell about
my encounters in the thin place of Iona. I hope you
will have experiences to share with me, as well.
Because what we know about our loving God is
that God wants to be found by us. God is not
hiding. Rather, we must open our hearts, minds,
and spirits to discern the still, small voice of our
Creator.
Yours in Christ,
Rev. Dr. Susan J. Foster
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The following are the scriptures for the month of May:
You are invited to read them as part of your daily devotions and as
preparation for worship.
May 1
Acts 9:1-20
Psalm 30
Revelation 5:11-14
John 21:1-19

May 8
Acts 9:36-43
Psalm 23
Revelation 7:9-17
John 10:22-30

May 15
Acts 11:1-18
Psalm 148
Revelation 21:1-6
John 13:31.35

May 22
Acts 16:9-15
Psalm 67
Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5
John 14:23-29; 5:1-9
May 29
Acts 16:16-34
Psalm 97
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21
John 17:20-26

Worship News
Join us for worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. You can also
join in online on Facebook Live at 10:00 a.m. Recordings of the
service can be found on the church’s Facebook page and our
YouTube channel.
May 1: Communion Sunday. Rev. Dr. Denise Esslinger
Preaching
May 8: Worship in the Celtic tradition
May 15: Confirmation class leading worship. Theme:
Conflict and Peace
May 22: Music Appreciation Sunday
May 29:

A mid-week
opportunity for
conversation, coffee,
learning, and
laughter.
Give yourself the gift
of time…
Wednesday
morning study
group
10:00 a.m.
Now meeting on
Zoom!
Everyone is
welcome!
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Our church is blessed by the work of many
volunteers. Every bit of effort and caring helps the
church live out its calling to be the Body of Christ.
This month we especially would like to thank…

Mary Ellen Blake, Dottie Carlyle, Judy
Schmacher and our altar guild for helping with all
the preparations during Lent and Holy Week.
Preparing the palms, decorating the sanctuary, and
arranging the Easter flowers – your efforts are much
appreciated!

Rev. Dr. Denise Esslinger for standing in for

Pastor Sue so she could enjoy the final two weeks of
her Sabbatical in Iona, Scotland.

Jamboree News
Planning continues for our 66th Fourth of July
Jamboree!! This is our biggest fundraiser of the
year. We appreciate and encourage any input from
the congregation and invite you to join us at our
meetings as we brainstorm new ideas and logistics.
The next meeting will be Tuesday, May 3 at 7:00
pm. We will meet again on Tuesday, May 17th
and every Tuesday in June. Please join us for one or
all of the meetings! The Jamboree requires many
hands to be successful!
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Senior High School Scholarship
Last Chance!!
A scholarship is awarded each year to a student who is
associated with EWCC and is pursuing their education
in the field of ministry or in a field related to human
services/social services such as teaching, nursing,
social work, etc.
Applications are available for download on the church
website Outreach page or in the church office and are
due back by May 1.

Book Discussion Group
Our next discussion will be on Monday, May 23rd
at 7:00 pm. The Girl Who Wrote in Silk by Kelli
Estes is a dual-time period novel that explores
how a delicate piece of silk interweaves the
past and the present, reminding us that today’s
actions have far-reaching implications. We hope
you will join us! Please contact Anne Sorensen for
information.
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Towel Drive: Thank you for the generous donation of new and gently used towels that were sent to:
Emergency Shelter, No Freeze Shelter, Domestic Violence Shelter and the Sunshine House fire victims.
Edwards family donations: Thank you to the Edwards Family for their donation of items from
Howard Edwards’ home for the Jamboree Attic Treasures and Christmas items for the Holly Fair.
Fire Victim donation disbursement: We received a generous $5,000 donation that was
allocated to each of the Sunshine House fire victims ($1,000 each). The remaining $1,000 was set aside
in our emergency fund.

to knit!

Prayer Shawls: We had a beautiful blessing of prayer shawls on Sunday, March 27.
Thank you to all who knit. Yarn is available outside Sue’s office for those who would like

TEEG: “Bring your cooler to Church Sunday” was successful and TEEG was very appreciative.
Outreach purchased some frozen meat for our overall church donation.
Community Kitchen: EWCC prepared 155 meals on Monday, April 4, thanks to Kerstin Forrester and
crew!
Outreach Corner “Revitalization” – Many thanks to George & Pam Brown and Lynn Hescheles for
their work on imagining/designing and building the beautiful new cart to hold donation bins. This cart
will help keep donations organized and is a very attractive addition to Fellowship Hall. The bulletin
board will also receive a “spruce up”.
Donations made this quarter:
DKH Healthcare (Palliative, Hospice, Homecare)
Holy Joe’s Café (Coffee for Military Chaplains)
World Vision Child - Alioune 3-year-old, Africa
SWBC Guatemala Mission
Camp Quinebaug (NE CT Children with disabilities)
East Woodstock Cemetery Fund
East Woodstock Library
Treehouse Foundation
Why Me & Sherry’s House
Windham-Tolland 4-H Camp – Campership
Woodstock Marathon(Community Kitchen Fundraiser)

$600
$150
$357
$300
$125
$125
$125
$125
$125
$300
$100

KIVA – Kiva's mission is "to expand financial access to help underserved communities thrive." by
providing loans to microbusinesses. Four of our loans were fully paid and we reinvested in two new loans.
Holy Joe’s Cafe
Since 2006, Holy Joe’s Café has been sending free coffee to U.S. military
bases around the world through Chaplain Offices to support our service
members. Our mission is simple: serving a little bit of home to those who
serve our country. From our humble beginning collecting cans of coffee in a UCC church in Wallingford,
Connecticut, we've grown to serve billions of cups of coffee and helped open over 300 coffee houses
throughout the world. Where the troops go, we go.
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First Friday Food Fair
Food Distribution Site
For anyone who could benefit from
additional food support.

Friday, May 6 & June 3
9 AM to 12 noon
We are still collecting non-perishable food items.
Needs: canned meats/fish, tomato sauce, peanut butter, & soups Collection bins are
on the ramp by the entrance to Fellowship Hall or on the Outreach table.

Thank you!

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you!
Easter Buckets
for Covenant to Care for Children

Thank you for helping spread the Easter Message of love and hope to 11 young
children in Northeastern CT!
Covenant to Care for Children channels the generosity of caring and faithful
people to advocate for and provide direct assistance to Connecticut’s children
who are neglected, abused and/or impoverished.

May 2022
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LBS NEWS

(Ladies Benevolent Society)
What does LBS mean to me?
The Ladies’ Aid, as I have always called it, is a group of ladies who come together at church
every month. We come for fellowship and for informational and fun programs.
These ladies host the Holly Fair each year. The money raised is used to support the church’s
general fund and to help maintain the kitchen. We also help when there is a specific need.
For me, it is so much more; the LBS is history, connection and generational. As I sit amongst
these ladies, my heart is full to the top. I see dear friends of my mom, women I have known my
entire life. I see the lady who catered my wedding, the lady who made my wedding cake. I see
the lady who makes the best chocolate cake ever and who actually gave me her recipe with an
8 x 8 pan for a shower gift. I see a dear friend of my sister, who organized a breakfast fundraising
event when she was battling MS.
We are a group of women whose faith and love of our congregation and community invite you to
come. Come to reconnect or come to meet a new friend.
God calls us to be together. He wants us to use our gifts and talents to grow His church.
I would love to see you at our next meeting. If you need a ride, that can be arranged. We have
refreshments, too!
Susan Converse
Our next meeting is Wednesday, May 18 at 1:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. We will have a “Garden
Swap” where we can share plants and seeds from our gardens. Faith Armstrong will host a tea
event for refreshments.
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For 5th – 8th Graders
May 1st and May 15th from 4:00-5:30pm
Meet in Fellowship Hall
Masks are optional and friends are always welcome.
I am looking for one adult to help with each meeting.
No experience needed, just be willing to hang out with some
cool kids for 90 minutes.
Please email if you are willing to help.

Our last meeting of the school year will be
June 5th.
For more information, contact, Anne Sorensen at
annesorensen065@gmail.com
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Children’s Chapel
The children of our church will spend the month of May preparing for their big celebration in
June. It takes a lot to bring together a beautiful, inclusive worship service. But our kids can do
it and they will do it on June 12th!

During May they will write some prayers, learn and practice more Bible stories, and discern
what they feel they have to teach the rest of our church. Please let Jessica Weaver Boose know
if your child can commit to participating in the worship service on June 12th.

Also, take the time to visit our Children’s Chapel. This space is a way of bringing all the young
people of our church together for worship and learning. It also echoes the sanctuary, helping the
young people be more comfortable in the larger worship space. There are small changes to the
space every week, so visit often and look for what’s different!

Here is a prayer to practice at home, which we regularly do in Children’s Chapel. Ask your children
if they remember the actions and if they don’t, make some up that are just for your family to use!
Prayer:

God we love you,
With all our heart,
With all our soul,
With all of ourselves.
Neighbor, I love you.
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Children’s Page
A picture to color.
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1

Sunday

Monday

2

Daily Bread request: Cereal
3

Tuesday

4

Wednesday

5

Thursday

9am Community
9:00 am Tai Chi
10:00 Study Group 9:00 am Tai Chi
Kitchen Prep (Hill) 7:00 pm Jamboree 7:00 pm Choir
7:00 pm Bells
11:00 am Confirmation
7:30 pm Al-anon
6:00
pm
Outreach
4:00 pm Middle Youth
7:00 pm Deacons
10:00 am Worship

8

Friday

6

9 am – 6 pm
First Friday
Food Fair

7

Saturday

9

10

11

12

13

14

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Happy Mother’s Day! 7:00 pm Sanctuary 9:00 am Tai Chi
Refurbishment
10:00 am Worship (Zoom)
11:00 am Confirmation

15

10:00 am Worship
Confirmands Lead
Worship

4:00 pm Middle Youth
Music Appreciation
10:00 am Worship

10:00 am Worship

7:00 pm Society

Memorial Day

10:00 Study Group 9:00 am Tai Chi
7:00 pm Bells
7:00 pm Choir
7:30 pm Al-anon

9:00 am Tai Chi
10:00 Study Group 9:00 am Tai Chi
7:00 pm Jamboree 7:00 pm Choir
7:00 pm Bells
7:30 pm Al-anon
7:00 pm Council

9:00 am Tai Chi

10:00 Study Group 9:00 am Tai Chi
7:00 pm Bells
7:00 pm Choir
7:30 pm Al-anon

TRUMPET
DEADLINE!

9:00 am Tai Chi

Looking Ahead
June 5: Confirmation Sunday
June 12: Children’s Day
June 27: Book Discussion

May Birthdays:
Becket Marinelli
Devin Noë
Avery Dumas
Freya Robbie

May 2
May 10
May 20
May 25
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Let us join our hearts together in prayer and know that we are always welcome in
God’s presence.
Benediction

by Rev Erica Thompson, Chaplain of CT Legislature
May the words you speak
May the words you hear and understand
Be holy
May your actions
May the actions of all others
Be sacred
May your humanity be honored
May you honor the humanity of all others
And may each one of you go forth bearing light, grace, compassion,
and love out into a world desperately in need of you. Amen.

breathe by Becky Hemsley
She sat at the back and they said she was shy,
She led from the front and they hated her pride,
They asked her advice and then questioned her guidance,
They branded her loud, then were shocked by her silence,
When she shared no ambition they said it was sad,
So she told them her dreams and they said she was mad,
They told her they’d listen, then covered their ears,
And gave her a hug while they laughed at her fears,
And she listened to all of it thinking she should,
Be the girl they told her to be best as she could,
But one day she asked what was best for herself,
Instead of trying to please everyone else,
So she walked to the forest and stood with the trees,
She heard the wind whisper and dance with the leaves,
She spoke to the willow, the elm and the pine,
And she told them what she’d been told time after time,
She told them she felt she was never enough,
She was either too little or far far too much,
Too loud or too quiet, too fierce or too weak,
Too wise or too foolish, too bold or too meek,
Then she found a small clearing surrounded by firs,
And she stopped…and she heard what the trees said to her,
And she sat there for hours not wanting to leave,
For the forest said nothing, it just let her breathe.

