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The Trumpet deadline is the 20th of every month!

What does resurrection look like?
In less than three weeks Christians will celebrate Easter,
the day that defines the heart of our Christian message
of hope and new life. But what does resurrection
mean? And how would we recognize it today?
Early on Easter morning, people across the globe will
gather on hilltops, by lakes, ponds, and ocean, and in
graveyards and look East to catch the first glimpse of
the rising sun. We are remembering that “Early in the
morning on that first day, before the sun had risen, the
women went to the tomb.” Those lonely witnesses went
to mourn their loss and stand in the solidarity of their
grief following Jesus’ death.
Instead – the story tells us – Good News interrupted
them. The tomb was empty. Jesus was no longer dead,
but alive! The long night of sorrow and loss was over.
The dawning light invited them to experience hope.
On Easter morning, we will celebrate that long-ago
event. But because we believe that God is still speaking,
we will also wonder – what is this God of new life
doing right now? Where do we experience resurrection
today?
I celebrate these glimpses of resurrection:
- The woman who is weeks away from retirement
after a satisfying nursing career. Leaving the
familiar routine behind is both frightening and
exhilarating. The future holds yet unknown
possibilities. Easter begins a story of exploration
and discovery.

- The special education teacher who was brutally
attacked by her young adult student. Instead of living
with the fear she experiences whenever she re-enters
the school, she is leaving her much-loved profession
and venturing into self-employment. There is
cautious optimism amidst the sorrow. Easter
recognizes loss while affirming new life.
- The grieving widower who can barely get out of bed
in the morning. His sorrow feels like a weighted
blanket that surrounds him with unrelenting pain. Yet
I witness the tender love of his family and friends
who gently remind him he is not alone and I hold out
hope for him to find his way forward. Jesus carried
his wounds with him after Easter, forever marked by
pain, yet still filled with the renewing Spirit.
- The man diagnosed with a terminal illness. Knowing
there is no cure, he is determined to live each
remaining day to its fullest. He has re-ordered his life
so it is filled with family and friends, as well as
opportunities to volunteer and make a difference
while he can. Easter turns all of us into witnesses of
resurrection.
“The Light shines in the darkness and the darkness
cannot overcome it,” we proclaim on Easter. We stare
death, loss, and grief in the face and declare that God is
present in those painful places. When the world cowers
in paralyzed fear, we venture into sadness with those
brave women, searching for signs of new life and
prepared to be eyewitnesses of God’s miracles.
Resurrection happens every day. What will it
look like for you?
Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed.
Alleluia!
Yours in Christ,
Rev. Dr. Susan J. Foster
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The following are the scriptures for the month of April:
You are invited to read them as part of your daily devotions and as
preparation for worship.
April 3
Isaiah 43:16-21
Psalm 126
Philippians 3:4b-14
John 12:1-8

April 10 (Palm Sun)
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Luke 19:28-40

April 17 (Easter)
Acts 10:34-43
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Isaiah 65:17-25
1 Corinthians 15:19-26
John 20:1-18
Luke 24: 1-12

April 24
Acts 5:27-32
Psalm 118:14-29
Psalm 150
Revelations 1:4-8
John 20:19-31

Join us for worship every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. in our sanctuary; masks
are required. You can also join in online on Facebook Live. Recordings
of the service can be found on the church’s Facebook page and our
YouTube channel.
During the season of Lent we will focus on the topic of prayer and the
many ways we can experience and participate in prayer.
April 3: Communion Sunday. Prayer of St. Teresa of Avila
April 10: Palm Sunday. Men’s chorus. Pilgrim’s Prayer: Thomas
Merton
April 14: Maundy Thursday. 7:00 pm. An evening of remembrance of
Jesus’ Last Supper.
April 15: Good Friday. Our sanctuary will be open 6:00 a.m. – 8:00
p.m. Prayer stations will be set up for your personal
reflection. Come and spend some time in our beautiful
sanctuary.
April 17: Easter. Prayer of St. Francis
o 6:00 a.m. Sunrise Service behind the Woodstock
Academy Building
o 10:00 a.m. Service of Resurrection. Come and celebrate
new life!
April 24: First Sunday of Easter season. Rev. Dr. Denise Esslinger
preaching

A mid-week
opportunity for
conversation, coffee,
learning, and
laughter.
Give yourself the gift
of time…
Wednesday
morning study
group
10:00 a.m.
Everyone is
welcome!
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You are invited to

Holy Week Services
Please join us for these special services in
celebration of Holy Week:
Palm Sunday. Sunday, April 10, 10:00 am
We gather together for a special worship service including our traditional
singing of "The Palms" by our Palm Sunday Men's Choir.
Service of Tenebrae. Maundy Thursday, April 14, 7:00 pm
The word “tenebrae” means shadow. Hear the story of Jesus’ final hours as
he chooses to let the shadow of death overcome him. This is a quiet, moving
service when God’s love and God’s willingness to give his Son for us is
made clear.
Good Friday. Friday, April 15
.

You are invited to enjoy the peace and silence of our sanctuary which will be
open from 6:00 am to 8:00 pm for quiet reflection. There will be a variety of
prayer stations to help you offer prayers on this special day. A short service will
be held at 12:00 pm.
Easter Sunday. April 17
6:00 am Sunrise Service (behind Woodstock Academy)
“On the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb…
and found the stone rolled away from the tomb”.
Come and celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ in the beauty of the early morning.
10:00 am Worship
Celebration of the Resurrection!
Let us sing our praises
to God and give thanks for the gift
of forgiveness and new life.
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The “church” is not the building. The “church” is all of us, offering our time and talents to share the Good
News of God’s love and hope. This month we especially would like to thank…

Everyone who supported our Baked Potato Bar. We raised $600 to help those displaced by the fire at the
Sunshine House!

Sabbatical, Part 2
When Pastor Sue received the sabbatical grant from the
Lilly Foundation, it included funds for a trip to the island
of Iona in Scotland. This is the site of beautiful abbey
which offers weeklong retreat experiences with people
from all over the world. Because of the pandemic, Sue
wasn’t able to travel internationally last year. But now
she can! She will travel with her lifelong friend Patti to
spend a week of reflection in this beautiful setting.
On April 24th and May 1st, the Rev. Dr. Denise Esslinger will lead
us in worship. Denise is a UCC minister (who traveled to Iona with Sue 8 years ago) who now lives in Woodstock;
until recently she was the pastor of the Gilead Congregational Church in Hebron.

Resurrection
“The evidence for Jesus’ resurrection is so
strong that nobody would question it except
for two things:
• First, it is a very unusual event.
• And second, if you believe it happened,
you have to change the way you live.”
~Theologian Wolfhart Pannenberg

The TRUMPET

Page 5

April 2022

I would like to order flowers for Easter.
Given by: _______________________________________________
Phone: _______________________
To Honor: _______________________________________________
In Memory of: ____________________________________________

Flower Choices:
Tulips or Daffodils: $12.00 ea

Lilies: $15.00 ea

Tulips ________ @ $12.00 ea
Daffodils ________ @ $12.00 ea
Lilies ________ @ $15.00 ea
Total enclosed: $___________
Fill in the necessary information using back of this form if needed. Enclose a check for
the cost of the pot(s) wanted, made out to EWCC. Mail to: EWCC, PO Box 156, East
Woodstock, CT 06244, text your payment to 860-357-6119 (Example: $17 Easter) or drop
it off at the church office.

Deadline: April 10.
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“BRING YOUR COOLER TO CHURCH” RETURNS!

SUNDAY APRIL 10TH
In support of our relationship with TEEG, we will once again have the opportunity to provide
fresh food items for our neighbors in need of food assistance. This is especially timely as
fruits and vegetables are in short supply this time of year. The TEEG refrigerated truck will
be on hand Sunday, April 10th to collect and transport items to the TEEG pantry. Please
bring your coolers to church, filled with any of the perishable items listed below. If you find
you're unable to be with us on the 10th, you can drop off items in the church kitchen
refrigerator and freezer the week prior. Please make sure they are clearly labeled for
"TEEG".
A joyous way to celebrate Palm Sunday.
MEAT PRODUCTS: Beef, chicken, pork, ham.
DAIRY PRODUCTS: cheese, yogurt, butter, cottage cheese, margarine, eggs.
VEGETABLES: squash, potatoes, onions, carrots, cabbage, broccoli.
FRUIT: oranges, melons, apples.
Really, any fresh food items with an extended shelf life.
Please note: milk and fish are already being donated to TEEG.

Senior High School Scholarship
A scholarship is awarded each year to a student who is associated with EWCC and
is pursuing their education in the field of ministry or in a field related to human
services/social services such as teaching, nursing, social work, etc.
Applications are available for download on the church website Outreach page or in the church
office and are due back by May 1st.
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EASTER BASKETS/BUCKETS
Thank you if you have signed up to fill an Easter basket/bucket for one of the
children supported by our Covenant to Care social workers. Goodies are due
back on Sunday, April 10, so they can be delivered to the children in time for
Easter.
REFUGEE FAMILY APARTMENT
On March 13, members of our congregation worked with members of B’nai Shalom Synagogue in Putnam
to set up two bedrooms at the apartment being prepared for a refugee family. Your generous donations of
goods, time, and financial support made this possible. Thank you for your help in making a new start for
a family.
THE CARING CONTINUES
The Caring Continues (food support for Woodstock school children and their families) is switching gears
and in lieu of tuna now needs CANNED GREEN VEGETABLES, SPAGHETTI SAUCE, AND GRAPE
JELLY IN PLASTIC CONTAINERS. Your contributions to this project make a huge difference to
children and families experiencing food insecurity. Thank you.
TOWER OF TOWELS
Thanks to you, our Tower of Towels continues to grow. Several bags of towels were delivered to the
Homeless/No-Freeze shelters in the last week, and others distributed to local people in need. These items
are truly appreciated by the recipients. We will continue to build the Tower through Easter.
FIRST FRIDAY FOOD FAIR will be held on FRIDAY, APRIL 1, from 9 – 12 at our church. This program
is for anyone who could benefit from additional food support. We are still collecting non-perishable food
items. NEEDS INCLUDE: tomato sauce, peanut butter, soups, coffee, and cereal. Thank you for your
continued support of this program.
THE ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING will be received on April 10 and April 17. This
offering is administered through our denomination, The United Church of Christ. When you give to One
Great Hour of Sharing, you enable resources to be deployed both in our own communities and around the
world, wherever natural or man-made disasters strike. OGHS works alongside families to restore not
only structures, but hope. Offering envelopes will be in the bulletins on April 10 & 17. This is another
opportunity to spread God’s love throughout the world.

Feel free to share your news with us. Just email Heidi at
churchoffice@eastwoodstockchurch.org

or call the church office at 928-7449.
In Memory
We give thanks to God for the completed life of

Howard Edwards
We ask God to provide comfort and strength as we rely on God’s promise of peace and
eternal life.
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LBS NEWS

(Ladies Benevolent Society)
On March 16, 13 women met in Fellowship Hall to discuss plans for LBS for the rest of 2022.
We developed an exciting agenda as follows:
 APRIL 13, at 1:30 p.m: Dee Harless will be our guest speaker and will present some history and
future plans for Roseland Park. Susan Converse will host and provide refreshments.

 MAY 18, at 1:30: Garden Swap – we will share plants and seeds from our gardens. Faith
Armstrong will host a Tea event for refreshments.

 JUNE 15 – ANNUAL MEETING with LUNCH. Kerstin will announce place and time. We will elect
officers and celebrate time together. It’s a pay-your-own meal event!

 JULY 4– we have all committed to help with the Jamboree any way we can!
 AUGUST – NO MEETING

 SEPTEMBER 21 at Noon: Potluck luncheon and Welcome Back

 OCTOBER 19 at 1:30 p.m: Holly Fair Planning. (We will actually have started working on Holly
Fair in early September). Susan Converse will host.

 NOVEMBER 5 – HOLLY FAIR

 NOVEMBER 16 at 1:30: Holly Fair wrap up and refreshments. Kerstin Forrester will host.
 DECEMBER 21: Christmas Party to be held in Fellowship Hall.

We will be providing details as the dates draw closer.

LBS also decided that we will be providing a full scholarship for one of our youth to attend Silver
Lake this summer. See the application on the next page. We are excited about this opportunity to expand
our efforts for EWCC. Remember that all funds we raise are used for church enhancements.

Please plan on joining us and bring a friend for our April 13 event.
Respectfully submitted,
Kerstin Forrester
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Silver Lake Scholarship
Please fill out the following information completely and return it to LBS by May 1st.

Child’s Name: _________________________________________________________________Age ___________

Parent’s Names: _______________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: ____________________________________________________________________

Email: _____________________________________________________________________

Please write a brief paragraph explaining why you want to go to Silver Lake this summer and what
you want to get out of it:
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The Jamboree will be back this year!!
We are in the planning stages, and if anyone is interested in helping plan the event, please
contact anyone on the committee – Christine Armstrong, Lynn Looby, Judith Wong, Angela
Young, Donna Baldyga, Rob Brouillard & DeEtta Spalding. Everyone is welcome and
encouraged to join the team!!
Attic Treasures is planning to be back again at the 2022 Jamboree with a new look! We're
reimagining how we can make Attic Treasures more appropriate for today's times and more
comfortable for those who donate, volunteer, and shop!
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, April 12 at 7:00 pm. Keep an eye on the Trumpet, Weekly
Reminder and the Sunday bulletin for more information about all aspects of the Jamboree and
future meetings.

Book Discussion – Sunday, April 24 at 3:00 pm
Come meet author Karen Guzman at this meeting!

Synopsis: Ellen Cahill’s financial future rides on the success
of her new pastry shop. A bruising divorce has drained her
bank account, along with her spirit. A man enters her life
promising love, but Ellen, haunted by the past, questions
whether she can pull off this new beginning. College student
Rosa Escamilla has her own culinary dreams–and a difficult
mother who’s dead set against them. Rosa won’t be deterred.
She scrapes up the money to enroll at a prestigious culinary
school, setting out to prove everyone wrong. When hidden betrayals by the people
they love most surface for both Ellen and Rosa, can they overcome the blows they
never saw coming on the road to where they want to go?
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Sunday, April 3rd and Sunday, April 10th
from 4:00-5:30 pm
at our church in Fellowship Hall
We will meet two weeks in a row because
of Easter and Spring Break.
On April 3rd we will complete an Earth Day Project
weather permitting. Watch your email for details.
Invite a friend!

For more information, please contact
Anne Sorensen
annesoresen065@gmail.com
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Hello EWCC Families!

Just like the adults, in Children’s Church we are focusing on Prayer throughout Lent.
Everyone is invited to create prayer chain links; we write prayers on small strips of paper and
then link them together. EVERYONE, even adults, is welcome to add to the prayer chains; the
supplies will be available in Fellowship Hall. The chain will be on display on Easter.

After Easter and throughout May we will be preparing for Children’s Sunday on June 12th. This
is a wonderful project that helps the younger congregation members learn more about what
goes into a worship service. We work to meet every person where they are, giving them a way
to participate that helps them shine their own special light.
If you have any questions or ideas, please reach out to Jessica Weaver Boose.
Email: jessalou@mac.com
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Children’s Page
A picture to color.
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Daily Bread request: Beans & Baked Beans

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

Friday

9 am – 12 pm
First Friday Food
Fair

3

10 am Worship

10

Palm Sunday
Cooler Sunday
10 am Worship

4:00 pm Mid Youth
6:00 Confirmation

17

4

5

6

7

8

9

11

12

13

14

15

16

22

23

29

30

9:00 am Community 9:00 am Tai Chi 10:00 Study Group
7:00 pm Choir
Kitchen Prep (Hill)
7:30 pm Al-anon
6:00 pm Outreach
7:00 pm Deacons
7:00 pm Sanctuary
Restoration (Zoom)

18

Easter Sunday
7:00 pm Society
6:00 Sunrise Service
10 am Worship

24

10 am Worship

3:00 pm Book
Discussion with the
Author

2

Saturday

25

9:00 am Tai Chi 10:00 Study Group
7:00 Jamboree 1:30 pm LBS
7:00 pm Bells
7:00 pm Choir
7:30 pm Al-anon

19

20

9:00 am Tai Chi 10:00 Study Group
7:00 pm Choir
7:30 pm Al-anon

26

27

TRUMPET
DEADLINE!

9:00 am Tai Chi 10:00 Study Group
7:00 pm CE
(Zoom)

9:00 am Tai Chi
7:00 pm Bells

9:30 am MOMs

Maundy Thursday Good Friday
7:00 pm Service of
12:00 pm
Prayer Service
Tenebrae

9:00 am Tai Chi

21
9:00 am Tai Chi
7:00 pm Bells

28

9:00 am Tai Chi
7:00 pm Bells

April Birthdays:
Blake Johnston
Lua Manhanga
Gabby Santos
Brinley Waufle
Haven Magnan
Tyler Chamberlin
Leah Thibodeau
Sydney Asikainen

April 4
April 4
April 13
April 13
April 14
April 16
April 23
April 28
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Today and every day let us be open to God, w ho prom ises alw ays to be w ith us.

Prayer for Ukraine under invasion
by Rev. Maren Tirabassi

God of plowshares, pruning hooks, and peace-making,
translate such old archaic words
into hope today in Ukraine
that your promise to shatter
bows and swords, spears and shields,
may mean now
an end of missile strikes
and long-range artillery,
the silencing of Kyiv’s air-raid sirens.
We pray for those who flee the capital
and those who shelter in place
and in fear in Kharkivto the east.
We pray for troops already exhausted
from their long watching.
We pray for NATO land and air forces,
knowing that means people,
and we pray for Germany and Poland
as they open borders to fleeing refugees.
God, we have studied war for so long,
let it be no more, no more.
Teach us a new peacemaking,
Guiding the leaders of nations,
and holding gently in your heart
the many who live and die
because of their decisions,
for we pray in the name of Jesus
who wept for our great needing

of the things that make for peace. Amen

