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The Trumpet deadline is the 20th of every month!

Sabbatical Time

Well, here we go! After months of
anticipation and preparation we are about to embark
on the very special experience of “sabbatical.” What
is sabbatical, you may ask?
A sabbatical is a time to step back and
experience something new. The tradition of sabbatical
is grounded in the Bible when God gives these
instructions, “Speak to the people of Israel and say to
them, when you come into the land that I give you,
the land shall keep a Sabbath to the Lord. For six
years you shall sow your field, and for six years you
shall prune your vineyard and gather in its fruits, but
in the seventh year there shall be a Sabbath of solemn
rest for the land, a Sabbath to the Lord” (Leviticus
25).
God was telling Moses that the Promised Land
would need a time of rest and renewal – a sabbatical –
to ensure its health and productivity. The word
“sabbatical” has the same root as “Sabbath.” We are
commanded to take a weekly Sabbath; this time of
healing and rebirth is a gift from God. (This
commandment is probably the one that gets broken
most often – why do we find it so hard just to stop
and rest?). We live in a society that values staying
busy and multi-tasking and being productive. But
God knows that we all need time to rest, breathe, take
a step back, and get a different perspective. We all
need Sabbath time.
A sabbatical is an extended Sabbath. In our
congregation, after six years of ministry, the

congregation and minister engage in sabbatical time.
We will spend time apart from one another; when we
come back together, we will have new experiences,
insights, and learnings to share with each other.
When I look at my calendar for the coming
months, much of it is blank. It offers intentionally
unplanned and unstructured time to renew my spirit. I
imagine days of reading, biking, kayaking, knitting,
and simply sitting outside enjoying God’s creation.
During my sabbatical I will also have the chance to
visit family and friends – something that is especially
sweet after our pandemic isolation. Roger and I will
also be traveling to Anchorage, Alaska where we will
spend some weeks volunteering part-time at a
homeless shelter.
It is also sabbatical time for our congregation.
Our congregation will welcome Danielle Arnett
Keller as our substitute minister. This is an
opportunity to learn and grow under new
leadership. You can read about Danielle on our
website. Her experience, enthusiasm, and abundant
creativity will provide our congregation new ideas
and perspectives.
Sabbatical – like Sabbath – does not last
forever. It is meant to be a transformative experience
that helps us return to our schedules and
responsibilities with renewed energy, fresh
enthusiasm and increased knowledge. I will look
forward to being back with you in September when
we can share stories about how God has moved in and
through our lives during this special time.
Let us promise to pray for one another,
knowing that we will still be united through God’s
Holy Spirit.
Yours in Christ,
Rev. Dr. Susan J. Foster
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The following are the scriptures for the month of May:
You are invited to read them as part of your daily devotions and as
preparation for worship.
May 2
Acts 8:26-40
Psalm 22:25-31
1 John 4:7-21
John 15:1-8

May 9
Acts 10:44-48
Psalm 98
1 John 5:1-6
John 15:9-17

May 16
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
Psalm 1
1 John 5:9-13
John 17:6-19

May 23
Acts 2:1-21
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Romans 8:22-27
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
May 30
Isaiah 6:1-8
Psalm 29
Romans 8:12-17
John 3:1-17

Worship News
Join us on the East Woodstock Common for worship every Sunday at
10:00 a.m. You can also join in online on Facebook Live at 10:00 a.m.
Recordings of the service can be found on the church’s Facebook page
and our YouTube channel.
May 2: Outdoor Worship - Communion Celebration
Welcome to Danielle Arnett Keller, our sabbatical
substitute minister
May 9: Outdoor Worship
May 16: Outdoor Worship
May 23: Pentecost and Celebration of the birth of the Christian
Church
May 31: Outdoor Worship

A mid-week
opportunity for
conversation, coffee,
learning, and
laughter.
Give yourself the gift
of time…
Wednesday
morning study
group
10:00 a.m.
Now meeting on
Zoom!
Everyone is
welcome!
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Our church is blessed by the work of many
volunteers. Every bit of effort and caring helps the
church live out its calling to be the Body of Christ.
This month we especially would like to thank…

Alyson Hebert and Garden Gate Florist for

the beautiful Easter arrangements that brightened up
our sanctuary. Your generosity and thoughtfulness are
much appreciated!

Dorrie Scranton for planning our wonderful

sabbatical kick-off celebration picnic. We appreciate
your time and expertise as you help us gather together
with our church family.

Christine Armstrong and Louise Labbe-Fahy

for teaching our 5th graders about the significance of
the sacrament of communion. Your dedication to our
Sunday School students is a blessing!

Jamboree News

The Jamboree committee was hopeful that this 4th of
July, our beloved community event would take place in
some capacity. However, we think it is safest for our
community to wait another year. We will honor the
65th Jamboree by decorating the bandstand in patriotic
colors, opening the day with a prayer, a reflection on
why the Jamboree means so much to our congregation
and the National Anthem. We will close the day with
our traditional flag ceremony. All festivities will be
pre-recorded and posted on the Jamboree Facebook
page. Please watch the EWCC Weekly Reminder and
the June Trumpet for more information on how you
can participate this year!

TAI CHI
Feel free to share your news with us.
Just email Heidi at
churchoffice@eastwoodstockchurch.org or call the
church office at 928-7449.
Welcome New Members!!

We welcomed four new members in April. They are:
Angela Billings and Charlotte Davis (who joined
during the deacons meeting on April 6) and Susan
Converse and Jennifer Griffin (who joined during our
April 11 worship service).

Tai Chi will be returning on May 4 at 9 a.m.
on the Church Common!

Sessions will be held every Tuesday and
Thursday at 9 a.m. outside. If it rains, classes
are cancelled. You must wear a mask and we
will adhere to distancing requirements. Kerstin
will lead the sessions and all are invited to
come when you can. Contact Kerstin Forrester
if you have any questions: text/call 860-6343635 or email keforrester@atlanticbb.net
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First Friday Food Fair at EWCC - May 7 from 9 am to 6 pm
Location: Under tarp by the wheelchair ramp
Available non-perishable food items
Bags available - self-service
A warm thank you to the Congregation and our community for donating food items right through the COVID crisis.
We have been able to donate it to Daily Bread in Putnam and to TEEG as food insecurities continue to be a significant
concern for many families in NE CT.
TEEG has indicated that “30% of all households they serve (Thompson, Woodstock, and Pomfret) are struggling
every day to make ends meet, despite working full time.”
Please continue to donate non-perishable food items; bins are on the wheelchair ramp and help us get the word out
that our church will be having a First Friday Food Fair on May 7th.
Other Food Resources:
TEEG Mobil Site - Third Tuesday at Woodstock Town Hall 1-3 pm
Daily Bread - Putnam - (860) 928-0169

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you to all the gracious cooks who created wonderful meals for Vickie and Greg Noë’s
family while their son was recuperating. They appreciated the support!
Outreach has made a donation to ‘The Underground’ and wanted to share
share the link as they offer valuable information to families. The truth
is, human trafficking is not only an international issue - it is a domestic
one as well.
“The Underground is a grass-roots, faith-based initiative dedicated to ending sex trafficking and sexual exploitation in
Connecticut. We currently represent over 850 members from more than 135 community churches and are growing. We believe
that ending human trafficking and sexual exploitation requires the efforts and voices of many people and we are committed to
working with those agencies and individuals steadfastly involved in the abolition movement. Our vision is to transform and heal
the culture of sexual exploitation in Connecticut and to see a God-shift in a way that compels a change in Connecticut.

https://www.theundergroundct.org

Rev. Jenny Gregg spoke to the Outreach Committee at our April Zoom
meeting explaining their outdoor ministries with the homeless in
Pittsfield, MA.
An outdoor community founded in the radical tradition of Jesus, creating a space where people can come to
know the joy and freedom of being God's beloved.
Here is an excerpt from Rev. Jenny’s personal statement:
“Jesus invites us to live our lives out loud in a place of vulnerability, authenticity, equity, and love. We can hide
behind our perceived vulnerabilities or privilege, but the place where God’s light and love dwells is in the simple
unprotected place knowing that we are loved, worthy of love, capable of giving and receiving love. To embody this
takes courage. We risk a lot to move out from behind our walls, but those who dare greatly and step into this practice
find the power of connection, the goodness of humanity that is revealed when we go to the common ground of meeting
each other as we are. Jesus welcomed everyone as they were. This journey of opening ourselves to be in a place
where the fully embodied presence of God’s light and love can dwell is a lifelong journey. We unlearn as much as we
learn. This is the discomfort of the journey. “
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We welcome Danielle Arnett Keller as our substitute minister during Pastor Sue’s sabbatical
(May 1 – August 31)!
Danielle Arnett Keller is in her final year at Boston University School of
Theology pursuing a Master of Divinity. Pre-pandemic she would commute
from Brunswick, Maine on the 4:30 AM train. These days she attends class
through Zoom while her children, Max age 13 and Oliver age 10, cavort in the
background with her cat, Captain Poof Duster, making occasional appearances.
Her husband of twenty-four years, Aaron, is the only member of the family
who does not join in as he is busy teaching high school chemistry or cooking
dinner.
She is a member of First Parish Church in Brunswick where she has served as
a deacon. She was approved as a Member in Discernment in the Cumberland
Association of the United Church of Christ in March 2017. Although Danielle
grew up in Maine she is no stranger to Woodstock as her mom, Beverly Child
Arnett, was born and raised there. Every holiday weekend and the occasional
week in the summer would find Danielle and her family in Woodstock. She
was the only grandchild who would get up with her Grandmother, Inza Child, to attend the Easter Sunrise
service, perhaps because it meant that she got a jump on Easter chocolate. East Woodstock Congregational
Church has been her family’s church for as long as it has been around and it continues to be her extended
family’s church home. Family stories include her Grandmother’s recounting of the hurricane that toppled
the steeple into the sanctuary. Danielle and her family typically spend summers camping and hiking in
Maine, but this year she is looking forward to jumping into Pond Factory every afternoon to cool off. She is
excited to continue on the journey towards ordained ministry while serving the community of EWCC this
summer.

LBS NEWS

(Ladies Benevolent Society)
On Wednesday, April 14, 2021, 15 women gathered in Fellowship Hall. We had a wonderful afternoon making cards
for Outreach to send to shut-ins and spent time catching up and enjoying refreshments. We made over 40 colorful
and cheerful cards from supplies provided by Deb Sherman. It truly was a day of joy and fun to be face-to-face again
– even with masks in place!
Our next event will be held on Wednesday June 9, at 12:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Susan Converse will be
providing a boxed picnic lunch for each attendee. To make sure that she has enough for everyone, please RSVP to
Susan at 860-208-9432 and leave a message or email her at susanconverse1@gmail.com by June 6.
A reminder that we won’t have a May meeting but are encouraging members to attend the church picnic at Roseland
Park to start Pastor Sue’s sabbatical leave. The event is from 4 to 7 p.m. on Saturday, May 1. Sign up on the church
website.
Here’s the schedule for the remainder of the year.
•
•
•
•

September 15 at 1:30 we will meet in Fellowship Hall to plan for our Holly Fair. Volunteers needed to
provide refreshments. We need as much help as possible to make this event a HUGE success!
October 20 at 1:30 we will meet in Fellowship Hall to ensure we are all set for Holly Fair.
November 6 – Holly Fair. All hands on deck!!
December 15, Christmas party (details to be determined).

It was wonderful to see everyone!!
Kerstin Forrester
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Middle School Youth
Group
Join Tom and Anne at our church on

Sunday, May 2nd, and May 16th
from 4:00- 5:30 pm.
Come to church to hang out with your friends, read and
talk about the scripture, and play a few games. If the
weather is nice, we spend some time outside too. Please
wear a mask.

For more information about
Middle School Youth Group,
please contact Anne Sorensen at
860-428-2198 or annesorensen065@gmail.com

May 2021
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We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord
And we pray that our unity will be one day restored
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love
Yeah, they’ll know we are Christians by our love

We will work with each other, we will work side by side
We will work with each other, we will work side by side
And we’ll guard each man’s dignity and save each man’s pride
And they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love
Yeah, they’ll know we are Christians by our love.
~Peter Scholtes

I remember growing up signing this simple song. I know many of you must have also. But how
does God want us to show love? Really, it’s simple. We simply need to look at Matthew 25:35-36.
For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat,
I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,
I was a stranger and you invited me in,
I needed clothes and you clothed me,
I was sick and you took me in,
I was in prison and you came to visit me.

During the month of May and early June we will work together in Sunday School to find ways
that “they’ll know we are Christians by our love”. This will lead us to Children’s Sunday (June 13)
when we can then “walk humbly with our God”.

Our children all learn from our example. Often, we take it for granted. We don’t always realize they
are watching…but they are. When you do things, point out to them, that we do these things because
“they’ll know we are Christians by our love”.
I look forward to hearing what you are sharing from the children,
Louise
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Children’s Page
A picture to color.
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May 2021
Sunday

2

Daily Bread request: Cereal

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

1

Saturday

4:00 pm
Sabbatical
Kick-off Party

3

4

5

6

7

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

9

9am Community
9:00 am Tai Chi
10:00 Study Group
10:00 am
Outdoor Worship Kitchen Prep (Hill) 7:00 pm Sanctuary 7:30 pm Al-anon
Singers
Communion
7 pm Outreach
Celebration
4:00 pm Middle
Youth Group
Happy Mother’s
Day!
10:00 am
Outdoor Worship

10:00 am
7:00 pm Society
Outdoor Worship
4:00 pm Middle
Youth Group

10:00 am
Outdoor Worship

10:00 am
Outdoor Worship

9:00 am Tai Chi
10:00 Study Group
7:00 pm Sanctuary 7:30 pm Al-anon
Singers (Zoom)

9:00 am Tai Chi
10:00 Study Group
7:00 pm Sanctuary 7:00 pm Council
Singers (Zoom) 7:30 pm Al-anon

9:00 am Tai Chi
10:00 Study Group
7:00 pm Sanctuary 7:30 pm Al-anon
Singers (Zoom)

9:00 am Tai Chi
7:00 pm Bells

9:00 am Tai Chi
7:00 pm Bells

TRUMPET
DEADLINE!
9:00 am Tai Chi
7:00 pm Bells

9:00 am Tai Chi
7:00 pm Bells

9 am – 6 pm
First Friday
Food Fair

8

Memorial Day

May Birthdays:
Becket Marinelli
Devin Noë
Avery Dumas
Freya Robbie

May 2
May 10
May 20
May 25
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Let us join our hearts together in prayer and know that we are always welcome in
God’s presence.
Prayer following gun violence
Giver of Life and Love, you created all people as one family and
called us to live together in harmony and peace. Surround us with
your love as we face the challenges and tragedies of this week's
horrific violence.
For our dear ones, for our neighbors, for strangers, and those
known to you alone, Loving God, make us instruments of your
peace.
God of Righteousness, you know that our leaders have been
entrusted with the responsibility to protect us and to uphold our right
to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.
For all who bear such responsibility, for all who struggle to
discern what is right in the face of powerful political forces,
Loving God, make us instruments of your peace.
God of Compassion, we give you thanks for the courage of first
responders, police officers, firefighters and EMTs, and all those
whose duties bring them to the streets, the lobbies, the malls and the
homes where the carnage of gun violence takes place day after day.
Give them sound judgment in the heat of the moment and grant them
compassion for the victims.
For all who risk their lives as they rush to our aid, Loving God,
make us instruments of your peace.
Merciful God, bind up the wounds of all who suffer from gun
violence, those maimed and disfigured, those left alone and grieving,
and those who struggle to get through one more day. Bless them
with your presence and help them find hope.
For all whose lives are forever marked by violence, Loving
God, make us instruments of your peace.
God of Justice, help us, your people, find our voice. Empower us to
change this broken world and to protest the needless deaths caused
by gun violence. Give us power to rise above our fear that nothing
can be done and grant us the conviction to advocate for change.
For your dream of love and harmony, Loving God, make us
instruments of your peace.
All this we pray in the name of the One who offered his life so that
we might live, Jesus the Christ. Amen.

Saint Mary’s Episcopal Church, St Paul MN

“The Difference”
I got up early one morning
And rushed right into the day.
I had so much to accomplish
That I didn’t have time to pray.
Problems just tumbled about me
And heavier came each task.
“Why didn’t God help,” I wondered.
He answered, “You didn’t ask.”
I wanted to see joy and beauty
But the day toiled on gray and bleak.
I wondered why God didn’t show me.
He said, “You didn’t seek.”
I tried to come into God’s presence.
I tried all the keys at the lock.
God, gently and lovingly, chided,
“My child you didn’t knock.”
I woke up early this morning
And paused before entering the day.
I had so much to accomplish
That I had to take time to pray.

