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The Trumpet deadline is the 20th of every month!

A Psalm for Every Season
During the season of Lent we are reading and
reflecting on Psalms every Sunday. The psalms are a
collection of songs used by the people of Israel as
they worshiped in the Temple and in their homes. The
psalms encouraged them to – as Paul would say
centuries later – without ceasing. They were
encouraged to pray no matter what was going on. And
since their lives – like our lives – had ups and downs
and joys and challenges, it meant that there needed to
be a wide variety of psalms. It turns out that there
truly is a psalm for every season of our lives.
The psalms can offer us words when we don’t know
what to say to God. The psalms encourage us to pray
honest, heartfelt prayers.
- Feeling exhausted? Read Psalm 38 which
complains, “My strength has failed me.”
- Filled with anxiety? Rest a moment with Psalm
131 as you pray, “Help me quiet and calm my soul,”
and be comforted by the images of God as a loving
mother.
- Guilt-ridden? Psalm 51 is for you. We can

offer our confession knowing that God is filled with
“abundant kindness” and “steadfast love.” God can
create in us a clean heart.
- Sad? Brokenhearted? Don’t hide those
emotions away. Pour out your feelings with the
psalmist, “How long must I wrestle with my
thoughts and every day have sorrow in my heart?”
Pray that as long as you need to until you encounter
what the psalmist finally found – God’s “unfailing
love.”
- Need a place to rest and hide away? Turn to
Psalm 23 and be reminded of God’s quiet pastures
and guidance through the dark valleys. Open your
heart to God so that God may “restore your soul.”
And that’s just a tiny glimpse of the richness of the
Psalms! This rich resource is an amazing gift to us as
we make our way through the joy, confusion,
celebration, trials, and beauty that make up our
human lives. Don’t go on the journey alone – take
the Psalms with you and be reminded that our Good
Shepherd is with us every step of the way.
Blessings on your Lenten journey.

Yours in Christ,

Rev. Dr. Susan J. Foster
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The following are the scriptures for the month of March:
You are invited to read them as part of your daily devotions and as
preparation for worship.
March 7
Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
John 2:13-22

March 14
Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21

March 21
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 51:1-12; 119:9-16
Hebrews 5:5-10
John 12:20-33

March 28 (Palm Sun)
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Mark 11:1-11
John 12:12-16

Online Bible Chat

Join us online on Facebook Live for worship every Sunday morning at
10:00 a.m. Recordings of the service can be found on the church’s
Facebook page and our YouTube channel.
During the season of Lent we will continue to explore God’s words to us
through the Psalms.
March 7: Communion Sunday. Please prepare communion at
home (using bread, crackers, juice, or whatever you
have) so that we may share God’s gifts together during
worship. Lenten theme: Praising God. Psalm 100 and
Psalm 19.
March 14: Fourth Sunday in Lent. Lenten theme: Asking for
help. Psalms 121 and 59.
March 21: Fifth Sunday in Lent. Lenten theme: God as our
refuge. Psalms 31 and 23.
March 28: Palm Sunday. Lenten theme: Betrayal. Psalm 149.

Our Bible study will move
online in order to keep
everyone healthy. You are
invited to join in by zoom
each Wednesday morning at
10:00 a.m. for a Bible
chat. We will check in with
one another, Pastor Sue will
read the Scripture passages
and give some background
information. Then there will
be an opportunity to chat
about the Scripture and how
it affects our daily lives. We
will end with prayer.
A Zoom link will be sent
out. You can join us every
Wednesday or whenever you
can.
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Women’s Mini-Retreat
Come and gather around the fire at the Roseland Golf Course
Lodge on Saturday, March 13th at 6:30 pm. We will reflect on
the “fire” of God and enjoy fellowship and sharing. Space is
limited so sign up today! Face masks must be worn.
Go to https://ewcc.churchtrac.com to reserve your spot. If you have never registered for our Church
Connect page, you will be asked to sign up with a user name and password. Then click on the
“Women’s Retreat” card to sign up. We will be using this method for in-person worship registration,
so try it now and get familiar with the site!

Book Group
Join us on Tuesday, March 23rd at 7:00 p.m. to discuss the fascinating
book Women of the Silk by Gail Tsukiyama. The story takes place in
1920’s China where the women are responsible for weaving silk bands
together to offer one another support as they seek improved working
conditions.

Evening of Remembrance
On Sunday evening, March 21st at 7:00 pm, we will gather
on the front lawn of the church to remember the over
500,000 people who died as a result of COVID-19. We
will light luminaries to give thanks for their completed
lives and commend them to God’s eternal care.
Markers will be available to write names of those known
to us who have died during the pandemic. You are invited
to come early to inscribe and light luminaries in preparation
for our short service of remembrance.
Face masks are required.
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Sabbatical Update
Pastor Sue's sabbatical will begin after worship on May 2nd and continue until September 2nd.
Our congregation will welcome a substitute minister who will lead worship, offer small group
gatherings, and be available for visitation and assistance. During part of the sabbatical Pastor
Sue will be volunteering in a homeless shelter in Anchorage Alaska. Our congregation will have
opportunities to learn about homelessness in our area. At the end of the sabbatical, we'll have a
chance to discuss what we have learned and experienced.

Lenten Conversations, Songs and Sharing
Join Pastor Sue on Wednesday evenings for prayer and conversation as we explore our Lenten journey to
Easter. We will meet on Zoom at 7:00 pm on March 3, 10, and 17. Here is the Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87822826646?pwd=WmJoZWltcHlvcVVuQk1TdnFOYUk2QT09

LBS NEWS

(Ladies Benevolent Society)
Please join us for a Zoom meeting on Wednesday, March 17 at 1:30 pm! Pastor Sue will provide
a Zoom link for the meeting. It will be wonderful to get to see each other and catch up and make
some plans for the rest of the year.
Kerstin Forrester, President

The “church” is not the building. The “church” is all of us, offering our time and talents to share the Good News of
God’s love and hope. This month we especially would like to thank…

Mark Billings, George Brown, Dennis Kelly and Glen & Christine Lessig for keeping

us plowed and shoveled during all the recent snow storms!
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Outreach welcomes Tom Stokes and Lynn Hescheles as new members!

EWCC Food Pantry: Thank you for the generous food donations. Collected food is being sent
To both TEEG and Daily Bread Food Pantries as there continues to be a significant need in
Northeastern CT.

Freezer Meals: Linda Felt and others continue to create healthy comfort meals that are available
in our Outreach freezer.
February Donations:

Back Bay Mission
Daily Bread
Cathedral of the Beloved

$100
$200
$200

Quiet Corner Cares
TEEG Fuel Assistance
No freeze shelter

$300
$1,000
$350

Thank you to all those who provided needed youth pajamas for TEEG.

Prayer Shawls:
Thanks to Angie Billings, there is always yarn available in Pastor Sue’s office for
prayer shawls. This ministry continues to touch many lives at a time when
support is necessary. Kindness is received in many ways as Karen McFarlin had
a travel friend who donated 14 shawls for our ministry. Thank you!

volunteers to knit

Easter Baskets: Please watch weekly reminders for our annual ‘Covenant to
Care’ Easter Basket sign-up list.

Senior High School Scholarship
A scholarship is awarded each year to a student who is associated with EWCC and is pursuing their
education in the field of ministry or in a field related to human services/social services such as
teaching, nursing, social work, etc.
Applications are available for download on the church web site Outreach page or in the church office
and are due back by May 1.
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A note from the foster family of the 4-year-old girl we assisted:
To whom it may concern at the church,
Your kindness in assisting us with our newest family member is greatly appreciated.
For decades, the sentiment “It takes a village to raise a child” has rung true and I now
have a little one who NEEDS a village! So often parents take for granted that their
children receive all the love and care they need to become productive citizens. Our
perspective on life and raising children has greatly changed as we invited our foster
daughter into our home. With our birth children, we never questioned their security
in our family or their feeling of unconditional love. Our daughter, however, is learning
all these things as a preschooler. Your donations were amazing as she was delighted
to have someone give her things that were JUST FOR HER! The car seats, coats, snow
pants, boots, and even the little “extras” that you included made a great difference in
her first few days with us!
Now that we have our feet on the ground, and Christmas has passed, she has all that she
needs and wants (including the love of a community) to assist her in becoming the smart,
kind little human that she was meant to be!

Nancy Ducharme is looking for a few more people to join the Music Committee. It's not a huge
commitment - probably only a meeting every month or two - and it's with a great group of
people! You can contact her if interested (dizzyfingers2011@hotmail.com).
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Middle School Youth Group
Join Tom and Anne at our church on Sunday March 7th and
March 21st
from 4:00 pm- 5:00 pm.
Please wear a mask. Thank you.

Please follow us on:
Facebook at “YOUTH GROUP”
Instagram at “woodstocksyg”
Updates about events and activities will be posted there.
For more information about Middle School Youth Group,
please contact Anne Sorensen at
860-428-2198 or annesorensen065@gmail.com
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During the month of February, we have been focusing on, “What is love?” Until I asked
myself the question, I never realized how much goes into it. I bet most of us know what
1 Corinthians says about love. “Love is patient, love is kind, it does not envy, it does not
boast….” But we are also looking at what Luke has to say about it. What John has to say
about it. What Ephesians has to say about it. Our scriptures are filled with so much for
us to learn. We will continue learning about love into the first part of March.
We will then use the rest of March talking about the most important issue about love. The
death and resurrection of Jesus.
If I have not been in touch with you and you have a child in either 4th or 5th grade, please
reach out to me as soon as possible. These children will be learning about the sacrament
of Communion in the near future. On May 2nd they will be helping with worship and
sharing what they have learned with us.
We will be holding a “drive through” to pick up palms on March 27 from 10am until noon.
I will have bags for all the children for Holy Week. If you are not able to come that day,
please get in touch with me and I will be sure you receive everything for your child(ren).
Peace,
Louise
cedirectorewcc@gmail.com
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MARCH 2021
Sunday

1

Daily Bread Donations for this month: Juice & Crackers
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

4

5

8

9

10

11

12

13

15

16

17

18

19

20

22

23

24

25

26

27

29

30

Communion Sunday 10 am Music Class 7 pm Music
10 am Worship
(online)

4:00 Middle Youth Gr

14

10 am Worship
(online)

7:00 pm Society
(Zoom)

7 pm Music

Daylight Savings

21

10 am Worship
(online)
4:00 Middle Youth Gr
7 pm Evening of
Remembrance

28

Palm Sunday
10 am Worship
(online)

7 pm Music

7 pm Music

10 am Bible Chat
(Zoom)

9:00 am Tai Chi
7:00 pm Bells

10 am Bible Chat
9:00 am Tai Chi
(Zoom)
7:00 pm Bells
7 pm Lenten Evening
(Zoom)

10 am Bible Chat
7:00 pm Bells
(Zoom)
1:30 pm LBS (Zoom)
7 pm Lenten Evening
(Zoom)
10 am Bible Chat
7:00 pm Bells
(Zoom)
7 pm Lenten Evening
(Zoom)

12 pm Winter
Lunch

6

Saturday

3

9 am Community 7 pm Music
Kitchen Prep
7:30 pm Deacons
7 pm Outreach
(Zoom)
(Zoom)

7

Friday

2

6:30 pm
Women’s MiniRetreat

TRUMPET
DEADLINE!!

10 am – 12 pm
Palms to Go

31

Looking Ahead:
April 1: Maundy Thursday
April 2: Good Friday
April 4: Easter Sunday

March Birthdays:
Greyson Magnan
Jaxson Waufle
Emmitt Plona
Kaylyn Converse
Lillie Mae Rosen
Millie Anne Rosen
Owen Plona
Alexander Brouillard
Gavin Bottone
Gavin Washburn

March 5
March 7
March 10
March 17
March 18
March 18
March 24
March 28
March 30
March 30
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Today and every day let us be open to God, who promises always to be with us.
O God of life,
Who chooses creation over chaos
And new beginnings over emptiness,
We bring to you the disorder of our nations and world
And the emptiness of our lives and relationships.
Bless us and the nations with the grace of your creativity.
Bless us and all people with the hope of new beginnings.
~John Phillip Newell

O Lord, who hast mercy on all,
Take away from me my sins and mercifully kindle in me
the fire of thy Holy Spirit.
Take away from me the heart of stone,
and give me a heart of flesh,
a heart to love and adore Thee,
a heart to delight in Thee
to follow and enjoy Thee,
for Christ’s sake. Amen.
~Saint Ambrose of Milan (339-397)

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going.
I do not see the road ahead of me.
I cannot know for certain where it will end.
Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think I am following your will does not mean I am
actually doing so.
But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you. And I hope I have that desire in
all that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart from that desire.
And I know that if I do this you will lead me by the right road, though I may know nothing about it.
Therefore I will trust you always though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of death. I will not
fear, for you are ever with me, and you will never leave me to face my perils alone.
~Thomas Merton

