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The Welcome Table 

  

 On September 1st, as on the first Sunday of 

every month, we will celebrate communion together. 

Before the bread and the cup are shared, I will say, 

“Everyone is welcome at God’s table. Whether you 

have been here hundreds of times before or whether this 

is a first occasion, whether you are filled with faith or 

overcome with doubt, whether you are sure of who God 

is or whether you are searching for even a glimpse of 

God in your life, you are welcome here.”  

Sometimes I use words like, “Everyone is 

welcome here – old, young, and in-between, gay, 

straight, transgender, and questioning, people of all 

races and cultures, all are welcome here.”  Each month I 

wonder how to express the welcome that God offers. 

God’s inclusion is so broad that it can be challenging to 

express in words.  How should we describe it? Everyone 

is welcome here… 

-       Those who need forgiveness and those who 

are seeking to forgive 

-       Those who are addicted, those who are 

celebrating sobriety, those who are seeking to 

live life one day at a time 

-       Those who are angry and seeking solace, 

those who are worried and searching for 

reassurance, those who are broken-hearted and 

feel as if they will never be happy again, those 

whose lives have been shattered by violence, 

illness, or loss 

 

-       Those who are parents or grandparents who 

rejoice in love shared and those who review past 

moments with an aching regret, worrying about 

words spoken or unspoken to those they love. 

-       Those overwhelmed by the responsibilities 

of care-giving who wonder if they will make it 

through one more day, one more meal prep, one 

more doctor’s visit, one more sleepless night 

-       Those who feel permanently, constantly, 

achingly unwelcome because of their race, 

gender, or sexuality 

-       Those who are overworked and those who 

are unemployed; those whose calendars are 

overbooked and those who yearn to fill empty 

days and hours 
  

 Who is welcome? All of us. Us, in all of our 

variations, differences, and commonalities.  Every 

single one of us – we are welcome in God’s sight and 

invited to God’s table.  

 What joy, what relief, what reassurance. 

 Come and eat.  Taste and enjoy. 

 Receive the gifts of a loving God. 

            This is the message, the Good News, that we – 

as the church and as individuals – are called to live out 

every day. We are meant to express and embody God’s 

love, forgiveness, and new life at work, at home, and in 

the world. 

            Who do you know that needs that message of 

love, forgiveness, and inclusion?  How can you find a 

way to convey kindness and understanding. 

And be sure to invite them to church sometime – 

let them know that they are always welcome here.   
 

Yours in Christ,  

 

 
  

Rev. Dr. Susan J. Foster 

A publication of the East Woodstock Congregational Church, 220 Woodstock Road, East Woodstock, CT  06244 
Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Susan J. Foster   Director of Christian Education:  Louise Labbe-Fahy    
Youth Group Director:  Anne Sorensen   Music Director/Organist:  Nancy Ducharme    

Bell Choir Director:  Andrew Tomkins   Office Manager:  Heidi Tucker 
Office:  860-928-7449   Residence:  860-928-7145  email address:  ewccpastor@gmail.com   

The Trumpet deadline is the 20th of every month! 

mailto:ewccpastor@gmail.com


  

 

The following are the scriptures for the month of 

September: 
 

You are invited to read them as part of your daily devotions 
and as preparation for worship. 

 

September 1   September 8 

Jeremiah 2:4-13   Jeremiah 18:1-11 
Psalm 81:1, 10-16  Psalm 139 :1-6, 13-18 

Proverbs 25:6-7   Deuteronomy 30:15-20  
Psalm 112    Psalm 1 

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16  Philemon 1:1-21   
Luke 14:1, 7-14           Luke 14:25-33 
 

September 15       September 22  
Jeremiah 4:11-12,   Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 
  22-28   Psalm 79:1-9 

Psalm 14           Amos 8:4-7   
Exodus 32:7-14       Psalm 113  
Psalm 51:1-10          1 Timothy 2:1-7   

1 Timothy 1:12-17  Luke 16:1-13 
Luke 15:1-10 
 

September 29 
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15  
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16 

Amos 6:1a, 4-7 
Psalm 146 

1 Timothy 6:6-19 
Luke 16:19-31 

    

Worship News 

 

We hope that you can join us every Sunday for worship and 
fellowship – and bring a friend! 
 

Sept 1:  9:00 a.m. worship!  Join us for our final union 
       service. Pastor Sue will preach and celebrate 
                  communion. 
 

Sept 8:  Rally Day!  Join us for worship at 10:00 a.m. 
        and a concert and picnic on the common 
        afterwards! 
 

Sept 15:  
 

Sept 22:  Suicide prevention/mental health awareness. In 
           conjunction with the Suicide Prevention Walk at 
           Woodstock Academy, we will pray for those who 
           struggle with mental illness of all forms. 
 

Sept 29:  Reflections on a retreat to Ireland.  An Irish folk 
           band, Anam Cara, will provide special music as 
           participants from the June retreat to Ireland 
           share some of their experiences. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

• Would you like to know a bit more 
about the Bible? 

• Have you wondered what these 
ancient stories have to do with 
modern-day life? 

• Would you like to get a head-start 
on Sunday morning worship? 

 
Join us on Wednesday mornings at 

10:00 a.m. for our study group! 
 

Come every week or drop in when you 
can and enjoy conversation, questions, 

fellowship, and learning. 
 

No experience necessary! 
 

Starting again this fall 

on September 4th      

 

Everyone is welcome! 
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                                                 As Co-chair of the Jamboree Committee, I would like to extend my  
          heartfelt gratitude and appreciation to everyone who helped make the  
          63rd 4th of July Jamboree an extraordinary success!  Thank you all for  
          your countless hours and tireless efforts during the months leading up  
          to, from morning until night on Jamboree day, and in the days following.   
           
          It was a hot and humid day, but it felt great in the shade and it didn’t rain!  
          It was great to see friends, neighbors, and families making memories and 
          enjoying our 4th of July tradition together!  
 
    The food was amazing, the music was amazing, and the incredible crowd enjoyed all of the activities 
    that we offered. The parade had great participation, and Attic Treasures, books, games, and the  
    hayride were busy all day! Historically, Thursday Jamborees are not the best fundraisers, however,  
    this year went incredibly well and raised over $19,000 for our church!  We are truly blessed indeed!  
 
    All of the booths did very well. Most of the booths improved on their profits from last year, and the  
    Booth Chairs were very generous donating supplies or keeping their costs down. Please congratulate 
    Judith Wong, Valerie Law and their band of amazing Attic Treasures personnel which had a significant 
    increase in their profits from the previous year. Additionally, our Treasurer, DeEtta Spalding procured  
    an iPad and permit to take electronic payments at Attic Treasures and it was a big success. Our hope  
    is to have electronic payment available Jamboree-wide next summer! Other booths that did 
    exceptionally well this year were Baked Goods, Pulled Pork, Hamburgers & Hotdogs, Children’s 
    Games/Contests, the Silent Auction and Snow Cones.  
 
    We also had some big expenses this year like the purchase of portable picnic tables and tote bags. 
    Many thanks to all of you who donated the funds or ordered picnic tables for the event. This allowed 
    many of our guests to sit comfortably and we didn’t have to haul heavy tables from the Woodstock  
    Fair. Many thanks to MW Billings Inc. for their very generous donation of the Jamboree Reusable Tote 
    Bags. They were a huge success!  Also, take a look at the itemized Jamboree report, and you will  
    notice that the committee was able to negotiate and procure services from local businesses at reduced 
    or no cost to the church in order to minimize expenses. We are truly blessed to be surrounded by such  
    a generous and dedicated church community.  
 
    Finally, I’d like to give a special thank you to Pastor Sue for being a wonderful and gracious Minister of 
    Ceremonies, Heidi Tucker for all of the assistance in getting all of the ad and program materials 
    together, Rob Brouillard for procuring all of the ice for our event and donating the beautiful signage for 
    our parking lots, Angela Young and Erica Hermonot for fearlessly taking on the Strawberry Shortcake 
    booth and putting their hearts into that delicious tradition, the booth chairs and all of their volunteers  
    who went above and beyond working diligently to make the day so incredibly fun. Lastly, I appreciate  
    the Jamboree Committee so much for making my job so much easier and keeping me on my toes.  
    Knowing you and having the opportunity to spend time with you is the best reward!  
 
    Please contact Lynn Looby or Christine Armstrong if you are interested in serving on the Jamboree 
    committee and helping our church continue this most honored and beloved tradition.   
 
    Christine Armstrong  
    Co-Chair, 4th of July Jamboree 
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  East Woodstock Congregational Church  

  2019 JAMBOREE REPORT 

   Thur   Best out  Wed 

   2019   Past 10yrs 2018 

     
NET Proft  

Inc/Dec 

over Prior  

  

 INCOME  EXPENSE (Loss) Year Highest Amt/Year   

Attic Treasurers $ 7,635.28 
 

$ (160.71) $ 7,474.57 79% $5,0791/ 2017 $       4,184.36 

Baked Goods 744.00  - 744.00 44% $744/ 2019 515.27 

Beverage Station 1,203.00  (206.98) 996.02 0% $1,139/ 2017 993.00 

BBQ Pulled Pork 891.00  (341.00) 550.00 55% $765.8/ 2016 353.79 

Books 2,665.00  - 2,665.00 6% $2,764.15/ 2017 2,520.60 

Bottle Booth -  - -  $298/ 2007 - 

Cake Walk 167.00  - 167.00 -26% $336/ 2011 226.00 

Coffee 237.50  (50.00) 187.50 -25% $250/ 2018 250.00 

Chicken BBQ 5,250.00  (3,634.61) 1,615.39 18% $2,227/ 2004 1,373.43 

Games/Contests 610.52  (200.00) 410.52 34% $1,005/ 2013 307.00 

Hamburgs &Dogs 2,556.00  (526.70) 2,029.30 50% $2,029/ 2019 1,353.32 

Hayrides 242.25  - 242.25 4% $272/ 2009 232.00 

Ice Cream Social 530.00  (224.90) 305.10 -18% $738/ 2011 371.10 

Jewlery 637.00  - 637.00 -47% $769.7/ 2016 1,191.64 

Photo Booth -  - -  New This Year 70.00 

Silent Auction 894.00  - 894.00 105% $1008/ 2009 437.00 

Strawberry Shortcake 2,084.00  (616.90) 1,467.10 17% $2,106/ 2016 1,257.70 

Tshirt & Bags 357.00  - 357.00 #DIV/0!  (515.50) 

Snow Cones 534.00  (125.16) 408.84 137% $438/ 2011 172.17 

 
Sub Total 

 
$ 27,237.55 

  
$ (6,086.96) 

 
$ 21,150.59 

 
38% 

  
$     15,292.88 

 
    Donations, Cash 

 
500.00 

  
- 

 
500.00 

 
150% 

  
200.00 

    Donations, Ads 1,140.00  (624.80) 515.20 -47%  965.20 

    General Expenditures        

Porta Potty $ -  $ (460.06) (460.06) -42%  $       (800.00) 

Paid Entertainers -  (725.00) (725.00) 16%  (625.00) 

Police Security -  (1,110.83) (1,110.83) -11%  (1,249.93) 

Rubbish Removal -  - - -100%  (49.15) 

Tents -  (375.00) (375.00) 0%  (375.00) 

Picnic Tables 510.00  (687.60) (177.60)    

Volunteer Shirts -  - - -100%  (330.50) 

Ipad & Permit 140.00  (168.76) (28.76)    

Expenditures - PY -  - -   - 

 $ 650.00  $ (3,527.25) $ (2,877.25) -16%  $       (3,429.58) 

    Total $ 29,527.55  $ (10,239.01) $ 19,288.54 48%  $      13,028.50 

   BUDGET    12,500.00   14,000.00 

 
  SURPLUS/(SHORTAGE) 

    
6,788.54 

   
(971.50) 
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 Attic Treasures Thank You: 
 

 
 To our incredible Attic Treasures team!  
  
 Anne, Barbara Hackett, Barbara Morse and her family, Beth, Calvin, Carol, Cris, Debbie, Emily, 
 David, Jared, Jeff, Jen, Karen McFarlin, Karen Ryker, Kerstin, Lucy, Lynn, Mary Ellen, Maura,  
 Pat, Reanne, Donna Baldyga & my Attic Treasures Co-chair Val Law who logged in more Attic 
 Treasures hours than imaginable, and EVERYONE who supported this year's Attic Treasures  
 sale: 
 

 I'm incredibly grateful to ALL OF YOU who shared your time, talents, enthusiasm, humor, hard 
 work, and friendship: you made this year’s Jamboree extraordinary! Special thanks to our donors – 
 from the HUGE collection of Crabtree & Evelyn bath, body, and home items from Angela Young,  
 to furniture and household necessities from so many kind families - what wonderful treasures!   
 
 We had a steady stream of browsers and buyers all day at Attic Treasures.  I counted over 50  
 guests who waited patiently for our Fellowship Hall doors to open at 9 AM! I’m proud to say that  
 we BROKE ALL PREVIOUS RECORDS, hitting an all-time high for pre-event sales, and sur- 
 passing all expected sales on Jamboree Day collecting a total of over $7,600!  It’s incredible to  
 think that all this came from donations from our greater Church community!   
 
 We start thinking about Attic Treasures in March so we can hit the ground running about four  
 weeks before the Jamboree.  FIRST we set up our space, receive and sort donations, research,  
 wash, polish, organize, price, and merchandise.  THEN it's Jamboree day; we're on the floor  
 selling, re-merchandising, wrapping, collecting payments, and finally packing up for various 
 missions and organizations.  It's a multi-month process!   
 

 I hope that YOU ALL had as much fun as I did working up to and during the Jamboree –  
 making new friends, re-connecting with others, taking in the moment and celebrating our  
 country's independence. More importantly, I know that you all treasure the tremendous inner 
 reward that we feel as we work together for what matters to our Church.  It’s a very special 
 experience, and I’m honored to share it with you! 
 

 My thanks again, 

 Judith Wong 

 Co-chair, Attic Treasures  
 

 Looking forward to next year!   
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Our church is blessed by the work of many volunteers.  

Every bit of effort and caring helps the church live out 

its calling to be the Body of Christ.  This month we 

especially would like to thank . .  .  
 

Ben Gould for providing both music and sound 

equipment for our “Tuesday at Twilight” worship 

services.  
 

Christine and Glen Lessig for cleaning the carpet 

in our chapel!  They did a great job removing the dirt 

and stains from this high-traffic area.  
  

 

 
 

Feel free to share your news with us.  Just 

email Heidi at ewccsec@yahoo.com  or call 

the church office at 928-7449. 
 

Joanne and Joe LeFevre renewed their wedding 

vows to celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary on 

August 24th.   May God continue to bless your love and 

devotion! 
 

A memorial service was held for Walt Johnson on 

August 25th.  We give thanks for his completed life and 

his faithfulness and commitment to his family and 

community. 

 

 

 

   Seeking a Nursery care 

    Attendant! 
 

    Our church is committed to 

    providing safe, quality care for 

    our youngest church members. 

We provide nursery care, including a simple Bible 

story and craft, for toddlers and babies every Sunday. 

This paid position ($25/week) is shared by two people 

who alternate weeks.  
 

If you would like to apply or receive more information, 

please be in touch with Louise Labbe-Fahy at 

cedirectorewcc@gmail.com  

 
 

 

 
Volunteers Needed!! 
 

Our church is responsible for run- 
ning the Community Kitchen at  
the First Congregational Church  
on the first Monday of each month.  
We are in need of volunteers to  
help serve from 11:30 am to 1:00  
pm.  Since the first Monday of September is Labor 
Day, we will not serve again until October 7th.  
Please consider volunteering to help!  It’s a small 
commitment with a big reward  
– great fellowship and the knowledge that you are 
helping others in need.  Contact Kerstin Forrester 
(860)634-3635 or keforrester@atlanticbb.net, if 
you would like to volunteer.   
Thank you! 
 
 

Men’s Fellowship News 
  
 
 
 
The men of the congregation have been  
enjoying gathering for breakfast at the church  
for good food and fellowship.  Our next gathering will 
be on Sunday, September 15th at 8:00 a.m.  All men are 
invited – and please invite a friend along! 
 
 

Have you changed your email or 
mailing address? 

 
Please let the office know of any changes so you 
don’t miss out on The Trumpet or other 
important messages.  You can send any changes 
to ewccsec@yahoo.com.   
 
Thank you! 
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QCRR – Quiet Corner Refugee Resettlement 
 

 The fourth family, which is Ukrainian, moved to the United States due to religious persecution  
 and have decided to resettle to Portland, Oregon. Their decision is due to a combination of  
 family and friendship ties, but more importantly living near to and being closely involved with  
 a faith community that they are comfortable with. We look forward to our next family, as we  
 never know when the next opportunity to host a refugee family will be. We greatly appreciate  
 all the support from the congregation, and we are storing all household items so they can be  
 used for our next refugee family.  
 

 

WAIM Volunteer Day – September 14th 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 The Windham Area Interfaith Ministry is one of our congregation’s outreach partners. They  
 provide a long list of services and goods to those who are in need of counseling, support,  
 housing, and temporary financial assistance. We participate by volunteering at least two days  
 each year to offer helping hands in this important ministry. 
 

 On Saturday morning, September 14th a group from EWCC will go to Willimantic to help WAIM  
 with a variety of projects. These might include sorting clothes or food items, organizing donated  
 furniture, or helping out in their community garden. 
 

 This is an excellent opportunity to have some “hands-on” experience with one of our ministry 
 partners. It’s also a chance for students to fulfill community service requirements. 
 

 If you would like to help or if you’d like more information, please be in touch with Karen Ryker, 
 karenryker@sbcglobal.net  
 
 Our next Outreach Committee meeting will be held on Wednesday, September 11th at 7:00 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

The TRUMPET                       Page 7                                      September 2019 
 

mailto:karenryker@sbcglobal.net


 

 

LBS NEWS 
(Ladies’ Benevolent Society) 

 

 LBS has an exciting year coming up!  We will be kicking off the 2019 – 2020 year  

 with a Potluck Luncheon on September 18, 2019, at noon.  We welcome all women  

 of our Church and Community.  So please join us and bring a dish to share and a friend  

 or two for fellowship and fun.   
 

 LBS does not have membership per se, but all women are considered members of LBS.  We hold our  

 meetings on the third Wednesday of the month at 1:30 p.m.  The two luncheon events – September  

 Potluck and Annual Meeting Banquet - start at noon!  Regular meetings are scheduled for October 16,  

 2019, November 20, 2019, December 18, 2019 (Christmas Party), March 18, 2020, April 15, 2020, and  

 May 20, 2020.  We do not have meetings in January, February, July, and August.   

 

 Our big fundraiser, the Holly Fair, is held on the first Saturday of November.  We look to 

 everyone to help us make this event a huge success.  As you do your Fall cleaning and get ready for  

 Winter, please keep us in mind for donations of “Giftable” items, jewelry, jams & jellies, preserves, 

 homemade candy and baked goods.  More details will be forthcoming during the next two months.   
 

 I look forward to seeing you all on September 18!  
  

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 Kerstin Forrester, President LBS  

 
 

 
 

Holly Fair 
 
 

It’s September and plans are in motion for our Holly Fair! 
 

The date for this year is Saturday, November 2nd. 
 

Of the ten festive tables that will line the Chapel, Fellowship Hall, the All-Purpose Rooms, and  
the School House, the following tables need you to please start NOW on your donations: 

  

1. Jelly, Jam and Relish Cupboard 
2. Craft Department 
3. Jewelry Counter 
4. Silent Auction 
5. New & Like New Gifts 
6. Basket Social 
 

 

The October Trumpet will list more of the Holly Fair needs.  As always, thank you for your 
generosity and cooperation. 
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Middle School Youth Group 
 

For 5th- 8th Graders 
 

  Every Sunday Afternoon  
from 4:30-6:00 

at our Church in Fellowship Hall 
 

 Games, Music, Snacks, Reflection, and 
Fellowship! 

Friends are always invited. 
 

For more information please contact 
Anne Sorensen at 860-428-2198 or  

Tom Converse at 850-603-5700 
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We are looking for a few adults to make this new program possible. 

Come be a greeter, play games, or help with group discussions. You 

don’t have to help every week to make an impact on this group.   

Just be willing to hang out with some cool kids! 

 

No experience needed. Come check it out if you are interested. 

Contact Anne Sorensen if you are willing to help. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 I can hardly believe that RALLY DAY is just around the corner.  I hope everyone has had an  
 opportunity to just take time and relax…whatever that means to you.  I was fortunate not only  
 to spend time with my family on the Cape… but also take time away alone camping and being  
 able to fully recharge.  
 

 Rally Day this year falls on SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 8th.  We have been working hard on making 
 preparations for the beginning of the program year.  This year we will be doing it a bit differently  
 then we have in past years, so please take note.  We will not have a breakfast this year.  The lineup  
 is: 
 

     10:00 am –    Service begins.  Children will be sent to Sunday School after the                  
                         Children’s message as usual.  
11:15 am –   * “Beck and Call” will be having a concert on the bandstand. 

                          * There will be tables where you can register your children for Sunday 
               School as well as for children’s choir, and the NEW middle school 
               youth group. 
                          * There will be outdoor games to enjoy. 
             * GET THIS…Pastor Sue was able to get the “Jonny Hot Dog” truck to 
                come!!!  Lunch will be free, but we will take up a free will donation to 
                help defray the cost.  Jonny will provide hot dogs as well as chips and 
                beverages. We are asking for all of you to help with providing sides 
                and desserts. 
            * Every child registered on RALLY SUNDAY will have their name put in 
               for a chance to win one of 3 door prizes.  One each for Sunday School, 
               Children’s choir, and Middle school youth group…sign up for all three 
                                        that day and have 3 chances to win! 
 

 I will be in need of teachers and shepherds this year. If you feel you are not able to help out at all,  
 please be in touch with me directly so we can talk about how you can still be involved with the  
 children.   
 

 I am working on a year-long project that requires LOTS of rocks between 4 and 6 inches in size.   
 I’ll take any and all varieties of rocks, smooth/rough makes no difference. 
 

 I am looking forward to the year ahead.  Please know I can always be reached at: 
 CEDIRECTOREWCC@GMAIL.COM  
 

 Louise (aka Miss Louise) 
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Children’s Page 
 



                          

 

Upcoming Events: 
 

October 6:  World Communion Sunday 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

September 2019 
 

Daily Bread request:  Canned Fish and Meats 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
9:00 am 

Last Summer Union 
Service  

The Woodstock 

2 
Labor Day 

 
 
Fair 

3 
9:00 am Tai Chi 
7 pm Sanctuary 

Singers  

4 
10:00 Study Group 
7:30 pm Al-anon 

5 
9:00 am Tai Chi  
7:00 pm Bells  

6 
 
7 
 

8 
Rally Day 

10:00 am Worship 
Beck & Call Concert 

9 
7:00 pm Council 
7:00 pm Society 
7:15 pm YMT 

10 
9:00 am Tai Chi 
7 pm Sanctuary 

Singers  

11 
10:00 Study Group 
7:00 pm Outreach 
7:30 pm Al-anon 
 

12 
9:00 am Tai Chi  
7:00 pm Bells 
 

13 
 
 

14 
 

15 
8:00 am Men’s 

Breakfast 
 

16 
 
 

17 
9:00 am Tai Chi  
7 pm Sanctuary 

Singers   
 

18 
10:00 Study Group 
12:00 pm LBS 
7:30 pm Al-anon 

19 
9:00 am Tai Chi  
7:00 pm Bells 
 

 

20 
Trumpet 
Deadline! 

21 
 

22 
8 am Women in 
                Transition 
Breakfast Club 
11:15 am Council 

23 
7:30 pm Dartball 
 

24 
9:00 am Tai Chi 
7 pm Sanctuary 

Singers 

25 
10:00 Study Group 
7:30 pm Al-anon 

26 
9:00 am Tai Chi  
7:00 pm Bells 

 

27 
 

28 
 

29 

 

30 
7:30 pm Dartball 
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September Birthdays: 
 

Zayne Sampson  Sept 1 

George Neely   Sept 3 

Tierney Davignon  Sept 7 

Anthony Reed  Sept 9 

Georgiana Young  Sept 13 

Jack Garcia   Sept 19 

Henry Griffin   Sept 25 

Quinn Schuler  Sept 28 

Emmalee Integlia  Sept 29 

Arabella Integlia  Sept 30 

Mason Paine   Sept 30 
 

COFFEE HOUR 
 

The coffee hour in September will 
 be served courtesy of:  Outreach 
 

The coffee hour in October will be 
served courtesy of:  Music/Choirs 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Today and every day let us be open to God, who promises always to be with us. 

 
Especially for parents, grandparents, and all caregivers –  

It is not always easy to be a caregiver; we make mistakes, we are not always as patient as we might wish, and 

we often fall short of our ideals.  This poignant reflection reminds us to forgive ourselves just as God always 

forgives us. 

 

Chicken Pants   
by John Edgerton 

 

“Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven 

times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.” – 

Matthew 18:21-22 (NRSV) 

 

The word of correction that comes out a shout.  The angry moment when I speak her name as if it were a curse.  

The question simply ignored because my nose is buried in my phone.  The anguished crying that goes on for 

half an hour because I forgot to charge the monitor.  That’s just the beginning of the things I have done wrong.  

 

There’s nothing quite like the look on my daughter’s face when I have done something to hurt her feelings.  It’s 

equal parts anger, sadness, betrayal, disappointment, and fear.  When I’ve done something to hurt my 

daughter’s feelings, the pain is real and deep and unmistakable.  And the only thing to do is sweep her up into 

my arms and whisper I’m sorry in her ear and look her in the eye and really mean it when I say, “I’ll do better.”  

 

And amazingly, miraculously, inexplicably, she forgives me.  I made a mistake.  I was wrong and said so.  And 

like the grace of God before my eyes, in a few minutes we are back to playing together.  We are back to her 

handing me the stuffed chicken and asking to put on its pants.  (All our stuffed chickens wear pants, btw.  The 

dolls, relatedly, have no pants.)  

 

How many times will I need her to forgive me in my life?  As many as seven times?  Seventy-seven times will 

just make a beginning.  

 

Prayer 

Gracious God, thank you for the miracle of forgiveness, we are lost without it. 

 

This reflection is taken from the book Hard and Holy: Devotions for Parenting by John Edgerton 
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