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Huh ï I didnôt know that. 
 

What have you learned lately?  Have you heard a 
piece of trivia that surprised you? Did something in 
the news catch your attention?  Was there some 
snippet of informat ion that made you shake your 
head and say, ñHuh ï I didnôt know that.ò   

There is information that ranges from fascinating 
to useless. Did you know that the pattern on the 
inside of the eight of diamonds form s the number 
eight? Did you realize that many staplers contain a 
storage area for extra staples?  Had you heard that 
fingernails grow at four times the rate as toenails? 
No? Well, we learn something new every day. 

Much of what we know and learn is based on our 
own experience, interest, and perspective. My 
beekeeper husband regularly offers me tidbits about 
the care and feeding of bees. Did you know that bees 
need to be fed sugar water this time of year because 
there are not yet enough flowers to provide nectar? 
Or that the hives require a ñmouse guardò to prevent 
tiny rodents from invading and setting up 
housekeeping in the cozy hive? 

What we know ï and donôt know ï alter how we 
think about something. Right now, I am reading a 
book called Waking up White  by Debby Irving. Over 
and over again I find myself saying, ñHuh ï I didnôt 
know that.ò Did you know that when the Homestead 
act offered early settlers 160 acres of farmland in 
exchange for working the land for five years the 
opportunity was not extended t o recently freed 
slaves? That ensured that newcomers to the 

midwestern territories were primarily white and 
European. Did you know that when returning 
servicemen were offered the G.I. Bill to help with 
education and housing costs it did not include 
veterans of color? Suburbs turned into white 
neighborhoods and advanced schooling was curtailed 
for African Americans.  When I read (and fact -
checked) that, I had to say, ñHuh ï I didnôt know 
that.ò  
As Godôs people we are called to care about our 

neighbors. That requires learning about their lives, 
experiences, and perspectives. We can start by asking 
questions. Do you know what itôs like to be autistic 
and struggle to communicate? Or to be a six-year-old 
and practice an active shooter drill in school? Or to be 
elderly and experience limited hearing and curtailed 
mobility? Neither do I, but I believe we are called to 
wonder about one another. I have never been 
followed by suspicious clerks when I enter a store, 
but that is not an uncommon experience for a person 
of color. Most women are familiar with being careful 
where they walk at night, strategically parking in 
lighted areas and grasping keys in their fingers for 
protection whereas these precautions may be foreign 
to men.  
When we are told ñjudge not,ò it is often because we 
do not know ï and do not have the information or 
experience ï to understand another personôs story. 
We are called to listen and learn so that we can say, 
ñHuh ï I didnôt know thatò and perhaps change our 
perspective. This is another form of hospitality; it is 
welcoming new ideas and perspectives so all of Godôs 
people can live and work together. 
 

Yours in Christ, 

 

   
  

Rev. Dr. Susan J. Foster 

A publication of the East Woodstock Congregational Church, 220 Woodstock Road, East Woodstock, CT  06244 
Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Susan J. Foster   Director of Christian Education:  Louise Labbe-Fahy    
Youth Group Director:  Anne Sorensen   Music Director/Organist:  Nancy Ducharme    

Bell Choir Director:  Andrew Tomkins   Office Manager:  Heidi Tucker ewccsec@yahoo.com  
Office:  860-928-7449   Residence:  860-928-7145  Email:  ewccpastor@gmail.com   

Website:  www.eastwoodstockchurch.org  
 
 

The Trumpet deadline is the 20 th  of every month!  
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The following are the scriptures for the month of April : 
 

You are invited to read them as part of your daily devotions and as 

preparation for worshi p. 
 

April 7     April 14 (Palm Sun)  

Isaiah 43:16-21   Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 
Psalm 126    Luke 19:28-40 
Philippians 3:4b-14                
John 12:1-8        

 

April 21 (Easter)    April 28  

     Acts 10:34-43   Acts 5:27-32 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  Psalm 118:14-29 
1 Corinthians 15:19-26  Revelations 1:4-8 
John 20:1-18    John 20:19-31 

  
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We hope that you can join every Sunday for worship and 

fellowship ï and bring a friend!  

 

April 7:  4 th  & 5 th  Grade Communion Celebration  
 

April 14:  Palm Sunday  ï the Menôs Choir will be singing; 
       Baptism 
 

April 1 8 :   Maundy Thursday .  7:30 pm Service of Tenebrae 
 

April 19:  Good Friday.  Prayer services at 12:00 and 7:00 pm 
 

April 2 1: Easter Sunday!   Sunrise service at 6:15 a.m. behind the 
      Woodstock Academy. 

       10:00 a.m. worship with communion as we celebrate 
      Jesusô resurrection 
 

April 2 8 : Celebration of Easter continues; Baptism 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A mid -week 

opportunity for 

conversation, coffee, 

learning, and 

laughter .  
 

Give yourself the g ift 

of timeé 
 

Wednesday 

morning study 

group  

10:00 a.m.  
 

    

Everyone is 

welcome!  
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6ÅÒÓÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ 0ÒÁÙÅÒ 
 

$ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÏÆ ,ÅÎÔȟ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ ÐÒÁÙÅÒȢ /ÎÅ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÍÏre about 
this familiar prayer is to consider different interpretations and versions. Below are some 

examples:  
 
 

Most compassionate Life-giver, 
may we honor and praise you: 

may we work with you to establish 
your new order of justice, peace and love. 

Give us what we need for growth, 
and help us, through forgiving others, to accept forgiveness. 

Strengthen us in the time of testing, 
that we may resist all evil. 

For all the tenderness, 
strength and love are yours, now and forever. 

Amen.  (W Wallace) 
 
 

Ground of all being, we honor the many names for our experience of the sacred.  
May we build a community faithful to the dream of heaven on earth.  

May there be food for all who hunger this day.  
May we be forgiven for the falseness of what we have done  

as we forgive those who have been untrue to us.  
May we not feel abandoned in hard times but find strength to meet each moment.  

For the light of life, the vitality of being is within us and beyond us, now and forever.  
(Nancy L Steeves/StSC.N-TL) 

 
 

,ÏÒÄȭÓ 0ÒÁÙÅÒ ɉÆrom the New Zealand Book of Prayer) 
 

Eternal Spirit 
Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
source of all that is and that shall be, 

Father and Mother of us all. Loving God, in whom is heaven. 
The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the earth! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom 
sustain our hope and come on earth. 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 
now and forever.    
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The 1993 Palm Sunday Menôs Choir 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Front Row:  Mark Billings, Geoy Wetherell, Chandler Paquette, Einar Hansen, Christopher Tracy, 

                           Doug Child 

                  Second Row:  Bruce Hansen, Tom Converse, William Seraphin, Eddie Hrzyan 

       Third Row:  Donald Johnston, Carl Lakes, Peter Lakes, David Cain, George Brown 

       Fourth Row:  Charles Cady, Richard May, Ken Sherman, John Carlson 

       Fifth Row:  Rudy Klare, Donald Hibbard, Robert Peckham 

       Back Row:  Bill Lockwood, Ken Smith (Choir Director) 

 

Calling All Men!!  
 

7Å ÎÅÅÄ ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÌÍ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ -ÅÎȭÓ #ÈÏÉÒȦ 
 

%ÖÅÒÙ 0ÁÌÍ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÎȭÓ ÃÈÏÉÒ ÓÉÎÇÓ Ȱ4ÈÅ 0ÁÌÍÓȱ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐȢ  
There will be two practice times:   

Tuesdays, April 2nd & 9th at 7:00 pm 
Please join us and keep this wonderful tradition going! 

Contact Nancy Ducharme or any choir member if you are interested. 
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Class time for Pastor Sue 
 

Pastor Sue will be attending an intensive course on counseling from March 31 ï April 5th. The class is  

offered to clergy from across New England and will be held at the UCC Massachusetts Conference office  

in Framingham. The intensive course includes 50 hours of class time with opportunities to practice  

counseling skills. 
 

Although Sue will be out of the office during that week, you can still reach her by email or phone. 

 
 

Welcome New Members! 
 
 

Robert & Jennifer Brouillard:  The Brouillard  Family has been a part of the Woodstock 
community for a year now.  Jennifer left her art teaching job last year to teach yoga full time.   
She has a passion for spreading positivity and enjoys teaching yoga to adults and children alike.  
Robert works at Hanover Insurance and enjoys kayaking in the warm weather and is happy to  
play guitar for hours.  Their son Alex loves baseball and basketball, takes piano and trumpet  
lessons and loves to read. 

 
George & Pam Brown:  George grew up in EWCC and is rejoinin g with wife Pam.  Pam grew  
up in the Central Village section of Plainfield and worked as a social worker in Windham County  
for 30 years.  She spent the last 14 years of her career at Quinebaug Valley Community College, 
retiring in 2017.  George retired f rom his position as an emergency room nurse in 2015.  They  
are the parents of two daughters and grandparents to a granddaughter. 

 
Andy Krofina:  Andy is an avid bird-watcher and has travelled all over the world pursuing  
her interests.  She is looking forward to travelling to Ireland on retreat with Pastor Sue.  

 
Kelly Warner:  Kelly was born and raised in Pomfret, went away to college and recently returned 
to the area.  She is a high school math teacher, loves numbers, particularly Pi (3.14) and has a pug 
named Hulk.  

 
Suzon Warner:  Suzon is a nurse who has been working in hospice for 25 years.  She has lived  
in Pomfret for 37 years.  Loves all animals and her family (not necessarily in that order!).  She is 
joining with her daughter Kelly.  
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New weekly Rubbish Service  
 

Our church has a new rubbish removal company, LeBeouf Rubbish. Each Wednesday LeBeouf will pick up one 
85 gal. container of rubbish and one 85 gal. container of single stream recycling - clean metal, glass, plastic, 
paper and cardboard.  
 

After all events please place all rubbish and recycling in the designated container outside, there should be no 
rubbish or recycling left in Fellowship Hall or the kitchen.  
 

If your group has generated a large amount of rubbish, please take it home with you to avoid overfilling the 
church containers. 
 

Thanks, Society Committee 

 

Senior High School Scholarship 

A scholarship is awarded each year to a student who is associated with EWCC and  

is pursuing their education in the field of ministry or in a field related to human  

services/social services such as teaching, nursing, social work, etc. 
 

Applications are available for download on the church web site or in the church  

office and are due back by May 1. 

LBS NEWS AND HISTORY 
 

Our last meeting was held on Wednesday, March 20.  George Dimopoulos and Michele Moniz from 
Hometown Bank did a wonderful presentation on how to protect yourself   from identity theft and bank fraud.  
They would like to come back next year to give us updates on this fast-changing topic.  LBS will meet again on 
April 17 at 1:30.  Our special guest will be Sam Ducharme who will do a presentation on Hiking the 
Appalachian Trail.  Marian Hallowell & Lucy Wong will provide refreshments. 
 
HISTORY LESSON:  In 1897 our Chapel was erected in memory of Halsey Bixby, a church member and 
Amherst College student who died of scarlet fever.  That same year òthe committee from the Benevolent 
Society was named to decorate and furnish its three rooms.  Carpeting and umbrella stands were also bought 
for the church vestibule.  Mission work was not neglected, as a barrel of clothing was sent to the south, and 
we joined the Board of Home Missions Aux. of Connecticut.  Letters from missionaries in foreign lands built 
greater interest and the Auxiliary of the Foreign Mission Society was joined, giving wider range of topics for 
meetings, which were sometimes held in the evening.  A Church Fair, a concert in the church, Colonial, 
Oyster and Harvest suppers were now held in the Chapel, also a Theft Detecting Society dinner furnished 
money to replace the church windows from small square to the amber glass which is still in the balcony 
ones.ó 
 
Please consider joining us for our meetings during 2019 to find out more about what LBS does for our Church 
today.  We have great programs and lots of fun as well! 
 
Respectfully, Kerstin Forrester, President LBS 
                     Marian Hallowell, Secretary LBS 
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       Jamboree News  
 

   

It is once again time to begin planning 
for  the 4 th  of July  Jamboree!   This year 
marks our 6 3rd  annual J amboree!!  As 
always, our success depends on the efforts 
of many dedicated volunteers.   We will need 
chair -persons for the various booths and 
activities as well as booth workers, book 
sorters, attic treasure organizers, pie -
cookie-cake bakers,  set -up and clean-up 
crews, ticket sellers, game coordinators, 
shuttle drivers, etc., etc.   
  
The EWCC Jamboree needs YOU! Please 
attend a meeting and find out how you 

can help.  
  

The next meetings are scheduled for  April 9 
& 23 at  7:00 pm.   Please plan to attend and 
brin g your ideas!  Everyone is welcome, and 
suggestions are greatly appreciated. Please 
contact Christine Armstrong at 
cjohnstrong@gmail.com  or 860 -306 -0325 
with any questions. 

 
 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feel free to share your news with us.  Just 
email Heidi at ewccsec@yahoo.com  or call the 
church office at 928-7449. 
 

 

�7�K�H���³�F�K�X�U�F�K�´���L�V���Q�R�W���W�K�H���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�����7�K�H���³�F�K�X�U�F�K�´���L�V���D�O�O���R�I��
us, offering our time and talents to share the Good 
News of G�R�G�¶�V���O�R�Y�H���D�Q�G���K�R�S�H�������7�K�L�V���P�R�Q�W�K���Z�H��
�H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\���Z�R�X�O�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���W�K�D�Q�N�« 
 

Mark Billings, Dennis Kelly , and Glen Lessig 
for plowing and snow blowing our church yard. We 

appreciate your time and effort that made it possible 

for us to safely get into our church! 
 

Nancy Ducharme, Louise Labbe-Fahy, our 

Choir, Music Committee, and Deacons for all 

working together to welcome the Plainedge High 

School Choir on March 24th.  It was our pleasure to 

welcome back their director Peter Lakes, who grew up 

in our church. Everyone worked hard to produce 

glorious music, a bountiful coffee hour, and a delicious 

bag lunch for the ride home ï not to mention offering 

warm East Woodstock hospitality. 
 

The men of the congregation have been enjoying 

gathering for breakfast at the church for good food 

and fellowship.  Our next gathering will be on 

Sunday, April 14th at 8:00 a.m.  All men  

are invited ï and please bring a friend along! 
 

A Friendly Reminder:   If you bring supplies 
into the kitchen for a function, please take any 
remaining items (food, paper goods, etc.) home 
with you!  We try to keep the kitchen clean and the 
counters clear of clutter.  Thank you for your 
cooperation.   
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More Jazz Music 

 We had a wonderful time on Jazz Sunday 

in March.  If you would like to hear the same jazz 

musicians play, go to the Stomping Ground in 

Putnam any Thursday from 5:30 ï 7:30 p.m.  You 

can enjoy their music and thank them for making 

our beloved Jazz Sunday tradition possible!   
 


